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T 0 
All Chriſtian Readers, 


Grace and Peace, 


LEG De 5 Hat 1 a time when 
ne heare ro noſe 
Lut of Drums aud 
Trumpets,and talk 
of nothing {ut a; mes, and 
ſ1egess 7 {attels, JI ſhould u71te 
of Devition, may [eem to fume 


ef 50a ſtrange & unſeaſonatle; 
to me, (xtiaiily, tt ſeems 
most fit and cpportune z, Por 
when can 1t te nicre proper io 
airett qur adreſs to the three 

of grace, than whea we ave 11 
the 1 very jawes of D-ath ? or 
nhen ſrould we ge to ſeek the 
ace of our God's? ther, tan in 


the neciilull time of treut le ? 
A Ble(- | 


_ To che Reader. 


the midſt of theſe wofull tu- 
mulis, hath Vouchſafed to give 
meihefe calmcFholy thoughts; 
which I julily ſuppeſe,he meant 
no: to ſuzgeit, that they ſheuld 
Le [mullered in the Lreaſi 


but nith a purpoſe to hate the 
benefit cammunicated unto 
many. Who us there that needs 
n6t: Vehement excitations,and 
belps to Detotien? and when 
more than now ? Ina tempeſ 
the Mariners them(eltes dee 
uct oxly 6 y every man to his 
Go4,but awaken Jonah,that is 
faſt aſleep under the batches, 
and chidve him 10 his praye/s. 
Sarely,had we not tin failing 
in Cur dewotions, we could not 
have Leen thus uniterſally mi- 


| nhereef is guil'y & cur tala- 


ſeratle, That da'y, the neglef 
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ſti Du mnt .- Woo aaodae Ba", 


| Bleſſed lemy God, who in | 


wherein they were concerved, | 


S:11th 


Ag eal 
Jeat 


To the Reader, 


m1iy, muſt 13 the efjetluall per- 
formance of it, te the meanes 
of car recovery. Be Lut devout, 
and ne canne: mſcarty under 
judgemerts; We is mee, the 
1ea1es of penitexce,were more 
it to quench the putlique 
!ame, thay Loud. How ſoon 
nould it clear up atove head, 
if wee mere tut holily afjetled 
Sithiz? Could wee (end our 
zealous Arataſſadours up to 
heatenwe could ::0t fail of an 
vappy peace. I tr the way; 
od bring ut 10 the end;Fo my 
mae particular pratiices, God 
s nituſſe EG my ſou leyhatCas 
Be, the ſe;ſe of whoſe private 
flifiion is ſwallowed wp of the 
mblicue) I ceaſe not daily to 
ly the Father of merctes with 
Wi; /crtcnt prayers , that hee 
Wc lf ar laſt, be pleaſer, aftcy 
We 0ny [treames of tour), to 


225 NO... 
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To the Reader. 


—— —— _——_— ——_— rr e——s 


paſſe a an Ai of Pacijfication 11 
heaven: And what goed heart 
can do otherwiſe > Brethren, 


all ye that love God , aid his 

Church, and bis Truth, aid 
his Auomted, and your Conn- 
te, © Jour (cles, art jours, 

je ya your forces mith mi; egand: 
let ws Ly an bly wndt-iice make! 
way to the gates of Heaven 
with car pe: "tO » for mercy 


| and peace 3 aid 1,0 ſufer our 


ſelces to le leaten off from the 
threjholdof Grace, till wee Le 


| a: ſwered with a condeſcert.| 


| He, N boſe goodneſs is moat [0] 
= vert our deſires , will 30 
Te dey yals ! 10 Cu ;mpertur 
| Mities. 


| 
| Pray, and farcwcll, 


| 
j? NORWICH. 
| I 
| 


Aarch 20. 1643s 


SX 1.44. 


THE 


DEVOUT 
SOVLE. 


SECT. I. 


Evotion 15 the life of 


Religion , the very | 


toule of Picty, the 
higheſt imploiment of grace; 


aid no other than the Pre- | 


poſſeſſion of heaven by the 
Saints of God hcre upon 
earth z every improvement 
whereof is of more auvan- | 
tage and value tothe Chri- | 
{tian ſoul, than all the prof | 
& contentments which this | 


A 3 world / 


—”-. 
= 
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There is a kin41of Artot 
Devotion« it we can atratn Þ 
unto it ) whereby the pra- Mi m 
Ctice thereof may bee much M|uh 
advanced:We have known | ho 
indced ſome holy. ſoules, M{ pi: 
which out of the generall | 1s 
precepts of piety, and their WM lir 
own happy experiments of F it | 
Gods mcrcy, have, through WG: 
the grace of God,grown to f|up 
a great meaſure of pertecti- !{| mc 
on this way 3 which yer|}}|bu 
might have been much ex-||| ſt 
pedited, and compleated,by by co 
thoſe helps, which the grea- {It 
ter Ulumination an3 expert- Þ mc 
ence of othcrs might have Þ rit 
afforded them : Like as we Wrry 
{ce it in other facultics;there ſai 
are thoſe, who out of a na- Wrhe 
turall dexterity , and their I Sp 


world can afford it. | 


[own trequent practice, have I (cl 


got 
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vOt into a ſatc poſture of 
detcrce, and have handled 
their weapon with com- 
mendable $kill, whom yet 
te Fence-fchoole might 
have raiied to an higher 
pitch of cunning: As nature 
1s perfited, ſo grace is nor 
little turthered by Art;fince 
it pleaſeth the witedome of 
God, to work ordinarily 
upon the foul,not by the im- 
mediate power of miracle, 
but in ſuch methods, and by 
{nch means, as may moſt 


il conduce to his bleſted ends, | 


It is true, that all our good 
motions come from the Spi- 
rit of God; neither is it leſſe 
[true,that all the gocd coun- 
[ſails of othcrs proceed from 
the ſameSpirit;% that good 
Spirit'cannot be crofle to it- 
{clf; he therefore that infu- 
A + iT 
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The Devout Soul. | 
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—— 


ſes good thoughts iato us, Þ 


ſuggeſts alſo ſuch directions, Þ, F, 


as may render us apt both 


to reccive and improve Þ! - 


them: It God be bountcous, 


we may not be 1dle, an \f 
negle&ive of our ſpirituall Þ 


aids, 


@—— 


— 


SECT, 11, 


6 you tell me(by way of | | 


inſtance in a particular 
act of Devorion) that rhere | 


is agitrot praycr, and char Þ 


the Spirit of God isnot tied 

to rules; I yeeld both theſe, 
but withal),I muſt ſay there | 
arc allo helps of praycr,and | 
that we muſt not expctt | 


immediate inſpirations : I | 


find the world much milta- 
ken in both ; They thinke 
that | 


| 


| 


: 


: 
x 
? 
; : 

4 


y 
bl 
" 

& 
. 


s 7 


i 
k 


The Devout Soul. 


that man hath the citt of 


|prayer, thatcan nttcr the 


rhoughts of his heart round- 
ly unto God, that can cx- 
preſle himſelf ſmoothly in 
che phraſe of the holy 
Ghoſt, and preſſe God with 
moſt proper words, 8& pat- 
fonare vehemence : And 
{urcly this is a commendable 
taculry whertoever it is: but 
this 15 not the giit of prayer; 
you may call it, it you will, 
the gilt of Elocution. Doe 
wee ſay that man hath the 
ett of plcading,that can taik 
cloquently at the Barregthat 
can 1n g00d tcrines loud and 
carncſtly. importune the 
Judge for his Client ; and 
not rather hee that brings 
the ſtrongeſt reaſon , and 
quotes his books, and pre- 


| cedents with moſt cmruth, 
As5 and 


[ F | 
| j | 6 The Devout Soul. #-| 
'þ | and cleareſt evidence, 10 as : MF 
; may convince the Jury, and I (4 
| perlwade the. Judge > Do| [a 
wee lay hee hath the gift of | Z| 
| Preaching, that can deliver | B{q 


himſelf in a lowing manner | #| 

| | of ſpeech,to his hearers,thar | Þ| {; 
| can cite Scriptures, or Fa- | | þ 
thers, that can pleaſe his||'[o 

auditory with the flowers ||: | { 

of Rhetorick ; or rather, he, | | {; 

{t that can divide the Word | 
| aright, interpret it ſoundly, || 
apply ir judiciouſly, put it||' | rc 
| home to the Conſcience, 
ſpeaking in the evidence of || | x 
be Spirit, powerlully con- || | jr 
vincing the gainſayers,com- || | ſc 
torting the dejefted , and |} [tt 
drawing every foule nearer || | jn 
ro heaven ? The like muſt |Þ |m 
weſay for prayer; the gift|Þ | in 
whereof hee may be trucly]Þ | by 

| [{aid to have, not that hack 
the 


"| {ion of theGod to whom he 
|| his own wants,the molt ca- 


| ferventelt deſires of ſupplies 
|| trom hcaven;and ina word, 


| ſtrongeſt groancs and cries 


The Devout Soul. 


the moſt rennible tongue, 
| (for prayer isnot ſo much. 


a marrer of the lips,as of rhe 
heart) bur he, that hath the 
moſt illuminatcd apprehen- 


{peakes, the deepeſt ſenſe of 


ger longings aftcr grace, the 


whoſe heart ſends up the 


to the Father of mercies. 
Neither may we look for 
Enthuſiaſmes, & inamediate} 
inſpirations 5 putting our 
{elves upon Gods Spirit, in 
the ſolemn exerciſes of our 
invocation,without heed, or 


meditation ; the dangerous | 


inconvenience wherot —_— 
been too often found in the 


raſh,and unwarrantable ex- | 
"TW; ds 


prefſions == 


q' 
\* ! 
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Tre Devout Soul. 


prone, thac have tallen 
trom the mouths of unwary 
ſ{uppliants; but we mult ad- 
drelle our ſelves with due 
preparation, to that holy 
worke ; we mult digeſt our 
ſutcs; & forc-ordcc our fup- 
plications to the Altaigl.ty; 
fo that thcre may be cxcecl- 


mezt rules of our Devotion. 


to pray, and whoſe lips 
taught us how to pray, 15 an 
all-jufficient example for us: 
allthe sk1ill of mcn,and An- 
gels, cannot afford a more 
exquiſite modell of fuppli- 


bleſſed Saviour of ours gave 


{us in the mount ;; led in by 


2 divine, and heart-raifing 
ptctace ,, carried out with a 
a ſtrong and heavenly en- 


He, whoſe Spirit helps us |, 


catory Devotion, than that 


lent and neceſſary uſe of ||! 


wang > -- 


 __The Devout Soul. 9 
Ml forccmenc z wherein an aw- 
2 tull compellation makes 
{| way for pctition ; and peti- 
tion makes way tor thankl- 
{erving ; the petitions mar- 
{\(halled in a moſt exact or- 
!der, for {pirituall blefiings, 
{| which have an immediate 
;/}concernment of God, in the 
{1 firſt place; then for rempo- 
| rall favours, which concern 
{our ſelves, inthe ſecond ; fo 
| punftuall a method had 
j[norbcen obſerved by him 
{rhar hearcth prayers, if it 
{had been all one to him, to 
thave had our Devotions 
| confuſed, and tumultuary. 


| t—_— 


SeCT. III, 


Here is commonly 
much miſtaking of 
Devotion, as if it were no- | 


CE _- thirg 


The Devout Soul. | 


thing but an a&t of vocall Þ 
prayer, Cxpiring with that} 


holy breath, and revived 


with the next taske of our|f 
invocation; which is uſually | 
meaſured of many, by tre- 
quence, length, ſmoorhneſle | 


of expreſhon,lowdncs,vche- 


mence ; VW hereas, indecd it } 
is rather an habituall diſpo- 
ſition of an holy ſoul,ſweer-' 
ly converſing with God, in | 
all the forms of an heavenly. 
(yer awtull) familiarity;and | 


a conſtant entertainment of 
our fclves here below with 
the God of ſpirits, in our 
lanftified thoughts, and 
affeftions ; One of the no- 
ble exerciſes whereof, is 
our acceſſe to the throne 
of grace in our prayctrs ; 
whercto may be added, the 
ordering of our holy atten- 

dance 


| The Devont Soul. 


—— 


dance upon the bleſſed 
word & ſacraments of the 
| Almighty: Nothing hinders 
theretore , bur that a ſtam- 
\mcring ſuppliant may reach 
t0 a more eminent devoti- 
on,than hee that can dcliver 
himſelf in the moſt fluent 
and patheticall formes of 
Elocution $ and that our {i- 
lence may bee more devout 
| [than our noiſe. We ſhall 
not necd to ſend you to the 
Cels or Cloyſters for this 
$kill;alchough it will hardly 
be believed , how far ſome 
of rheirContemplative men 
have gone in the Theory 
hereot 3 Perhaps, like as 
|Chymilts give rules for the 
attaining of that El: xr, 
which they never found; for 
(urethey muſt needs fail of 
that perfeQion they pre- 


ddd 


—_ 


_ 
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CELLS 


The Devout Soul. | 


— — 


tend ; who crre commonly 
in the ground of it, which 6 


pinion,of the comtortablelt 


— 


cation, 


AS there may be many 
reſcmblances berwixt 
Light and Devotion,to this 


is a light univerſally diffu-! 
{cd through the aire, and 
thcre 15 a particular recol- 


lc&ion of light into the bo- 


| ey efthe Sun and Stars ; fo 


it 15 in Devotion ; There 1s| 
a gencrall kind of Devotion 
that gocs through the rc- 
newed heart and life of a 


Chri- 


one eſpecially ; that as there Þ 


| in the object of it, alwaycs|Þ 
fairh; ſtripped, by thcir 0-|Þþ 


uſe of it, certainty of appli-|þ 


RE 


Y 


+ 


” 
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|tcrime Halitualand YVi/tual: 
{and tlicre is a ſpeciall, and 
{fixed exercilte of Devotion, 


| {ctled in a right apprchen- 


| thankleſſe onely,but ſinfull: | 


To _— 


The Devout Soul. 
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Chriſtian, which wee may 


which we name A#7ua/, 

The ſoule that 1s rightly 
affcted to God, is never 
voxd of an holy Devotion ; 
where evcr it 1s, what ever 
it doth, it is ſtill lifted up to 
God,and faſtncd upon him, 
and converles with him 
ever ſerving the Lord mn 
teare, and rejoycing in him 
with trembling, 


© 
For the cff<ctuall perfor- 
mance whereof, it 15 requ1- 
fite firſt, that the heart bee 


ſton of our God ; without 
which, our Devotion 15 not 


With much labour rincre- | 

forc, & agitation of a mind | 
- *11.. 

Hine 


14 


The Devout Soul. 


illuminated from above, 
we mult find our ſclvc: 
wrought to an high, aw:ull, 
adorativc,and conſtant con- 
ccit of that incomprchenſ!- 
ble Majcity, in whom wee 
live, and move, and arc; 
One God, in three mol: 


wiſdome, in power , in ju- 


doth ; dwelling in light in- 
accoyltble , attended with 
tiouſand thouſands of An- 
gels ; whom yct we ncither 
can know, ( neuker would 
It availe us if we could) but 
in the face ©: the cternall 
Son of bis Lovec,our bleſſed 
Mediatour God and Man; 
who ſits at the right hand 
of Majeſty in the higheſt 
| 


hea- 


glorious Perfons,infinite in|f 


ſtice, in mercy, in provi- Þ 
dence, in all that he is,in all 
that he hath, in all that hc þ 


— 


WI CTY 


The Devout Soul. 
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heavens; trom the {ight of 
whole glorious humanity, 
we comtortably riſe to the 


# [contemplation of that inh1- 


nite Deity, whereto it 15 tn- 
(eparably united; in and by 
him, (made ours by a lively 
Faich) finding our perſons, 
and obedience accepted,ex- 
pccting our tn] redemption, 
and bleſſednefſe, Here, here 
muſt our hearts be unremo- 
veably fixed ; In his light 
muſt we ſee light : no clou- 


'|dy occurrences of this 


world, no buſie imploy- 
ments,no paintull ſuffcrings 
muſt hinder us from thus 
(ecing him that is inviſible, 


Or uo mugs 


| "u4 # # 


| NeEichcr doth the devout 


heart ſec his Grd aloof 
0 


| 
"7m 
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The Devout Soul. 


oft, as dwelling above,in thc 
circle of hcaven,but beholds 
char infinite Spirit really 
preicnt with him; The Loyd 
is upon thy right haud, 1aith 
the Plalmiſt, Our bodily 
eyc doth not more certain- 
ly fee our owne fleſh, than 
the ſpirituall eye {ces God, 
cloſe byus; Yeain us; A 


to his ſoule ; neither do we 
move by him only, but 
1n him : Whar a {weer con- 
verſation therefore, harh 
the holy ſoul with his God? 
Vhat hcavenly confcrences 
have they two, which thc 


mans own ſoule is not fo 1n- 
timatc to himſelfe, as God is | 


world is not privy tozwhile: 
Godentertains the ſoal with | 
the divine motions of his| 


Spirit, the ſoul ent. rtaincs 
God with gracious c:m- 
pliances: 


| 


RE TI 


O—_— 


The Devyout Soul. 


pliances? Is the heart heavy 
with the grievous preſſures 
of atMiction ? the ſoule gces 
in to his God,and pours cut 
it {clte betore him in car- 
neſt bemoanings , and ſup- 
plications; the God of mcr- 
| cy an{wers the ſoule again, 
with ſealonable rctreſhings 
{| of comfort : Is the heart {c- 
cretly wounded anJ blee- 
ding with the conſcience of 
{ome finne ? it ſpeediiy be- 
rakes it fclfe to the great 
Phyſician of the ſoul, who 
torthwith applycs the balm 
of Gilcad for an unfailing 
and preſent curc:Is the heart 
diſtracted with doubts? the 
foulc retires to that inward 
Oracle of God for counſail, 
he returncs to the {ule an 
happy ſettlement of jult rc- 
ſolution:Is the heart deeply 

aftect- 


— — 


— —— 
Wo 
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The Devout Sonl. 
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Ts wig... 
affc&ted with rhe ſenſe of 
ſome ſpcciall favour from 
his God? the. ſoul breaks 
forch into the paſſionate 
voice of praiſe & thankigi- 
ving ; God returnsthe plca- 
ling teſtimony of a cheertul 
acccptation:Oh bleſled foul, 
that hath a Godto go unto 
upon all occaſions ; Oh infi- 
nite mercy of a God, that 
vouchſafes to ſtoop to ſuch 
intirencs with duſt & aſhes, 
It was a gracious ſpecch of 
a worthy Divine upon his 
dcath-bed , now breathing 
towards heaven, That he 
ſhould change his place not 
his company : His converſa- 
tion was now before hand 
with his God, and his holy 
Angels ; the only difference 
was, that he was now going 
to a more free and full frui- 

tion 


ORC. CG 
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that 
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The Deyout Soul, 


—— 


that rcg10n of glory above, 
wr.om he had truly(though 
with weaknes and imperte- 
10n ) injoyed in this vale 
ot rears, 


SECT, VI, 
Now: that theſe muruall 
* 'reſpefts may be ſure not 
to coole with intermiſſion, 
the devout heart takes all 


tion of the Lord of life, in 


"occaſions both to thinke of 


God, andto ſpeak ro him, 
There is nothing that hee 
Iccs, which doth nob bring 
God to his thoughts. In- 
occd, there 1s no creature, 
wl.creinthcre are not mani- 
& footſteps of omnipo- 
tence ; Yea, which hath not 
a tongue to tcll us of it: 
Maker. The heaven _ 

the 


Ul 


— 


— 
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The Devout Sonl, | 
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 mamens ſheneth his handy 
nor ke; one day telleth anothe;, 
and owe night certiffeth aui 
ther : Yea, O Lord, how mani- 


haſ 


t thou matie them all: The 


the great aud wide ſea, nhere 


feaſts : Every herb, flower, 
ſpirc of grafle, every twig 
and Icat 3 every worm and 
tiy;every ſcaleand fcather; 
every billow and metccr, 
{peaks the power and wit- 
dom of their infinite Crea- 
ror ; Solomon ſends the ſlug: 
card tothe Ant ; Eſay ſends 
| the Jews to the Ox and the 
Aſe ; Our Saviour ſend: 
his Diſciples to the Ravens, 
& tothe Lillies of rhe ficld; 
There 


are things creeping innume-f 
ralle, toth ſmall and greaty ul 
q c1101 
cou: 
[ Lrac 
ken 
lat 
ped 
mp: 
POW 
as M1 
tov 
with 
age 
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Th 


wh 


{or 
us 
mow Mani o' 
fuld ave thy works! 12 wifdemeſ't 1 
J \C 
eaith ts full of thy riches.ſo iÞþ 


| The Devout Soul. 


{Thcre 1s no creature of 


21 


whom we may nor lcarn 
{omething ; we ſhall have 


[[pcnt our time ill in this 


Jurcat ſchoole of the world, 
it in tuch ſtore ot Leſſons, 
I we be non-profticients in 


Devotion. Vaine Idolaters 
make to themielves Images 


| ot God, whercby they {1n- 


Ig + pr regs... 


fully repreſent him to their 
tmoughts and adoration ; 
could rhey have the wit and 


ferace rotce i,God hath ra- 


] 


kct1 order tofpare them this 
lavor, in that he hath ſtam- 
ped in cvcry <reature fuch 
impreſſions of his infiyre 
power, wHGome, £00dncs, 
as may g1ve us juſt occaſion 
to worſhip and praile him 
witha ſafe and holy advan- 
tage to our ſoules: For :he 
intitle things of Gor, gr 
re 


| 


LC 
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' 
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| 


; have nct the skill,or leiſure 


the creation f the world, are, yy 
clearly ſeen, leing underſtood 

Ly the things that are made, TH 
even his eternal power and}... 
Godhead. And indced,where- G h 
forc ſcrve all the volumes of 
Naturall Hiſtory , bur to 
be {o many Commentarics| 7 : 
upon the {cverall creatures Þ ble 
whcrein we may read God;] 
and cevca thoſe men who 


the 
ot 


gen 
COU 
her 
che; 
har 
the | 
the 

tim 
rect 


tO pcrule them, may yct out 
of thcir own thought:, and 
Ol ſcrvation, raiſe trom the 
iighr of all the works of 
God ſufhcient matter to} 
glorific him. Who can be lo 
itupid as not to take nonce ſſl 
of the induſtry of the Bee, n ” 
the providence of the Art, af 
the cunning of the Spider, re 


the reviving of the Flyc,Y,.-. 
the worms cndcavour of rc- £ " | 


VCNSC, 
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q venge, the fubrilty of = 


Foxc, the ſagacity of the 
Hedge-hog , the innocence 
and profitablenefle of the 
Shcep, the laboriouſnefle of 
the Oxc,the obſequioutnels 
of the Dog, the timorous 
ſhif:s of the Hare, the nim- 
bleneſle of the Dear, the 
genero!ity of the Lion, thc 
courage of the Hcrle, the 
herceneſle of the Tiger, the 
chearful muſick of Birds,the 
harmleſneſlc of the Dove, 
the traclove of the Turtle, 
the Cocks obſervation of 
time, the Swallows archi- 
icfture, ſhortly,(for it were 
eaſie here to be endlefle) of 
the ſeveral) qualities, and 
diſpoſitions of every Of 
theſc our tcllow-creaiurcs, 
with whom we conver(c on 


ue face of the carth ; and, 
B 2 who! 


—_—__ 


6 
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who that takes notice of 
them, cannot fetch from 


duty,and occaſion of devour 
thoughts? Surcly,l fear ma- 
' ny of us Chriſtians, may 
juſtly accule our ſelves as 


this way ; that having thus 
long ſpent our time 11 thi: 
great. Academy of tht 


too ncgleftive of our duty|, 


a__ 


every act, and motion of | 
theirs, ſome monition of 


' world, we have nor, by {| 
many {1lent documents,lcar-ſ 


nedto aſcribe more glory to 
our Creator; I doubr thoſc 
crcaturcs it rhey could cx- 
| change their brutality with 
our reaſon , being now fo 
docible as to learn of us fo 


far as thcir ſenſe can reach, 
would approve themſelves 
bettcr Scholars tous, thar 
we bave been unto them. 

V ithall, 
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Withall,I muit add thar 
the Gevour foul itands not 
alwaics in need of {uch our- 
FH ward monitors, but ftndcs 
wichin it ſclte, ſuth.ient in- 
CItements toraiic up it {lf 
r0a contizvall minding of 
God;and makesule of the m 
accordingly ; and, it at any 
[] time, bcing takenup with 
[| importuna t& occaſions of | 
the world,it finds God mil- 
{ing but an hour, it chidcs it 
ca for ſuch neg), and 
{cs it {lf to recover him 
with ſo much _ caſer! 
affection : as the fait thfull 


- kd 
RT £ 4 -« = 4 


PP as... 
__— 


as —_ 


Sd 


R_ 


{p m_ - theCanticies, when a 6, 


ſacfinds himwhom her foul | 
loved, withdrawn from her | 
{or a teaſon,purs her {clt in-| 
0a tpecdy icarch aircr him, | 
and g 1vcs not over till ſhee 

have attained his preſence. | 


Sa SECT. 
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SECT, VII. 


Ow as theſe many mo- 


nitors both outward 
& inward;muit clevate Our 
hearts very frequently, to 
God ;1o thoſe raiſed hearts 
muſt not entertain him with 


a dumbe contemplation,but }} 


mult ſpeak ro him in the 


language of ſpirits: All oc-þ 
|caltons therefore muſt be 


rtaken of fending forth pious 
and heavenly cjaculetiops to 
God;.The devout foul may 
doe this more than an hut 


———_ 


dred times a day, without þ 


any Indrance to. his ſp: 


ciall vocation : The Hul- 
wite at her VWheel, the 


Weaver at his Loome, the F 


Husbandman at hisPlough, 


the Artificer in his Shop, | 


the 


——OS OI 7 oO OTS” EESiPEeTooEs 


od -_ 


_ 


whe 


a 


_— 
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|c2e Traveller in hts way,thc 
Mcrchant in hisWarctioulc 
may thus enjoy God in his 
bulicſt imploiment $3 For, 
{che ſoule of man is a nimble | 
[ſpirit ; and the language of 
thoughts needs not rake up 
ume; and though we now, 
for examples fake, cloach | 
[tacmin words, yct in our | 
practice we need not : Now 
theſe Ejaculatiens may bec 
cithcr at large, or Occaſrons!!: | 
Arlarge,ſuch as that of old , 
Jacet, O Lord I have waited 
'or thy ſaluatien ;, Or that of 
Datitd , O ſauce i.e f 07 thy 

Mwrcies ſake: And thiſe ci- 

( ther in marter of Humliati- 

Koz, or of /mploration, or of 

BM Tba-kſoruing : In all which, 

we cannot follow. a bertcr 
rattern thantacſivect linger | 
lof 1ſrae!, whoſe heavenly | 
B 4 CON= | 
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Pſa.4 144 
79.8, 


'f þ 130 3» 


WO \ 94.11 


| | B89e 48. 


109.21, 


86.4. 


ES OO ITE W—__  — a 
| . TIS - II —_ OO 9 


for I have | ed aged th 


conceptions we may cither my} 
borrow,or i imitate. * _ 
In way of ham-l:ation,ſuch 


as thee, Heal my (vl O Led rh 
mer 


th 


Oh remember not my «I fins ; [1c 
tut have mercy upon moe. It Jrou 
thou wilt le extreme to mark I" 
what 1s done amiſſe , O Lend by 
who may abide it? Lord th "0 


kroweſt the thoughts of m:u | 'y 


that they are but Taine. O God NN" 
why abhorreſt thou my ſoul xrtl 
By 


aud hideſt thy face from me. 
In way of Imylora!10n,U ['- 7 
Lord, and hl» me O God; ol —_ 
let my heart Lee ſouni 1n thy a 
atutes, that I Le rot aſhamed. | 
Lord,u here aze thy old I; " Oh 
mercies ? Oh deliver mt», for | tots 


«1172 hel; le iſe, A i mn) heart :+ bow 
wounded wihin Hit, Comfes = 


the ſoul of thy ſer Tank, for 07” I 
to thee © Lord 5 oe T ut ap F ; The 
31 | Fn 
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myſunl. Go rot far (romm?2 Q Pal. 51.10, 


Mew, O Katt ny heart unto 
thee that I mayfear thy Am”, 
[Thos art my nelpe; a.:d re: ee- 
: er, © Lord make act 4.9 tare 
[2c 9. Oh be ther ny belpe in 
iro: ule, fir Vai: is the belp of 
$7477. 5, Oh amide me mi! N thy 
ron; ell, 1:2 4 af ter that FECEITE 
[hr to thy wry, Aly time is 13 
by h, 1d, "deliver me bc the 
Mb2:ds of mice enemies, Oh 
| ere at thy mercy © 
me, 0 Lird, Lead me © Lt 
W-z thy righteouſneſs Lecauge i 
Fn:ne enemies. O le: my ſoul 
Wie ant it ſt all pra ſe thee. 
In way of Thas// mong: 
Oh God, woatderſull art thou 13 
tre mn plac e5, O Lord, 
how elorionws are thy morkes j 


85.11 


99.6, 


@ thy thoughts ave ver deep. 
or Gott, who ts like unto thee 7 


4 He 


Tl. 17, 


_——_—_— 


——— 


| Toe Lord, liveth, a 'd beſſed\ 18.47, | 
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Pla,6344. 


I45.10» 


( ve my frong helper. Lord, 


thy trying Gude ſſe is Letter 


than life it ſelf. All thy works 


praiſe thee, O Lord, and thy 
Saints grue thanks unto thee, 


A | 04-25. 


{ 18. 31. 


290.5, 


' Oh how majifuld are thy 
warkes | 1n wiſdime haſt thou 
matle them all. Who is Gad tut 
the Lozd, and who hath an! 
ftrepgth except 047 God ? Wee 
will rejnyce in thy ſalvation, 


107.3, 


i _ 


9. T0, 


IG, 12. 


and triumph in thy name O 
Lord.O that men would praiſe 
the Lord for bis goodneſ]e. 0), 


which thou haſt laid up fer 


hat never failed them that 
ſeek thee.In thy preſeace ts the 
fulaeſſe of joyand at thy right 
hand there is pleaſure for & 
wvermore. Lovrd,nhat 1s mas 
| that thox art minifull has bins 
Net unto us Lord, aot unto !\ 


De 


how pleatifall ts thy good!; elſe, ; 


them that fear thee|ThcaLori 


\ ts. rea 
ak 
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{ut unto thy Nam? w ve the 
praiſe. 


-— — <—— << ewe 


SECT, VIII, 


'®; caſonall Ejaculation» 


arc {uch, as arc moved 
upon t: ne preſence of fome 
ſuch object as carrics a kind 
- rclation Or Noon y tO 
bat holy thougit - which 
we have cntcrtained. O! 
IWrhis naturelI find that,which 
[| was practiſed in S. Baſil 
| j time; that,upon the lighting 
Bl of candles, the manner was 
Ft bleſeGod i in thele words, 
Praiſe be roGod thcFather, 
and the Son, and the Holy 
ehoſt ; which that Fathcr 
lays was aitciently uſed; but 
who was the Author of it 
he profcſſeth to bes un- 


Known 


Ee — 
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, known:to the ſame purpolc 
was the Lucernarium which 
was a part of the evening 
office of old ; For which, 
there may ſecm to be morc 
colour of reaſon, than for 
the ordinary fathion ot. ap- 
precation, upon occaſion 
of our tnceſing ; which i 
expectcd, and prattiſcd by 
many, out of civility : Old 
and revercndBeza was wont 


withall, Gramercy Mauame 
la SuperſlitieayNow,howlo- 


Supcrftition, our Devotion 
may be groundleſle and un- 
teaſonable, yet nothing hin- 
ders butthat we may take 
| juſt & holy hints of raiting 
; up 


es. 
ti. 
, 


ee 


to move his hat with the reſt | 
of the company, bur to ſay| 


cvcr in this, or any other 
practice, which may {ceme 
ro carry with ita ſnacke of 
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up our hearts to our God. 


As when we doe brit look 


Ttorth, and fee the heavens 


over our heads, to thinke, 
The heavens declare thy glory 
O God. Whcn we {ce the 
day breaking,or rhe Sun ri- 
[1ing,The day is thine, and the 
a1ght is thie; hou haſt prepa- 
red the I:ght and the Sunaek, 
When the light ſhincs in 
our faces, The deckeſt thy ſelf 


I»ith I'ght as with a garment ; 
| or, Light is ſprung Up for the 


righteous, When we ſee our 
Garden imbelliſhr with 


towers, The earth 4s full of 


the goodneſſe of the Lord. 


I\Vhen we ſee a rough fea, 


The waves of the ſea rage hor- 
ritly, and are mighty; but the 
Lord that dwelleth ez high, ts 
mightier than they, When 
c ſee the darkneſlc of the 
night 


—————_— 


74+ 17, 


97, 11, 


36. 9. 


39. Fo 


93+ 5 


Pſal. 19.1, 
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Pla.139.11 


T39:Ls 


$9.12» $4 


39+5 


—_ 


| night, The darknes 1s no dark-: 


es with thee, When we rilc 
up from our bed, or our 


down-ſittiag,and my up-i1[11:0; 
thou under(tadeſt my thoughts 
afar off. When we waſh our 
hands, waſh thou me, O Lord, 
and I ſhall te whiter thai 


forth » O bul4 thou up my £6 
'nas 1n thy paths,that my foo!- 


| [t eps ſlip not. When we hear 


a pafling-bcll, Oh teach me to 
aumber my dayes, that I ma 


Lord, let me kyow my end, 
and the number of my ayes. 
Thus may wee dart ont 


our holy deſires to God, 


upon all occaſtons; Wherc- 
in,heed muſt be taken that 
our Ejaculations be not, on 


the one fide;fo rarc,thar our 


apply my heart to wiſdeme: or, 


ſcat, Lord thou knoweſt my 


ſnow. When we are walking 


I III 


' 
| 


I 


hcarts | 


Ls de tt 


— — 


"gt AE 
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hearts grow to be hard and | 


\ him, and acquaintance with 


[quent in their perpetual rei- 
|reration, as that they grow 
tobe ( like that of the Ro- 


taken, will fall our , to the 


| dernes,& godly diſpoſition; 
| which ſhall be further actu- 
{| ated npon all opportunitics, 
[by the excrciſcs of our 


{ſtrange ro God, bur that 
they may be held on in con- 
tinuall acknowledgement of 


him z and,on the other fide, 
that they be not ſo overtre- 


miſh votarics) faſhionable ; 
which it great care bce not 


uttcr fruſtrating of our Ne- 
votion. Shortly , let the 
meaſure of theſe devout 
elances be, the preſerving 
our hearts in a conſtant ten- 


more enlarged, and fixed 


Devotion: hereof there 15 
| the 


IS | —S— 


= 
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| 


our prayers: The ſecond is, 


tae ſame varicty chat there 
is11 Gods ſervices, about 
which it 13 converlant. | 
There are thrce maine! 
bulincſſes wherein God ac- | 
counts his ſcrvice, here be- 
low, to conſiſt ; The firlt is, | 
our addreſs to the throne of 
Gracc, and the pouring out | 
of our fouls before him in 


the reading and hcart1g his 
moſt holy Word; The third | 


18, the receit of his bleſſed | 
. Sacraments ; In all which 


there 1s place and uſe for a 


ketled Devotion. 


SaCcT. IX, 
To begin with the firſt 


work of ous actual,and 
enlarged Devotion : Some 
thing 


(11 
us. 
[rNe 
'ma 
Ver 
the 
the: 
fro! 
knc 
inta 
(t10 
our 
wit] 
| ehca 

Im 

US 5 

that 

ina 

Wee 
{lurt 


MCG1 
hon 
ally 
the 
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tings are pre-required of 
[US, to make us capable of 
the comfortable pertor- 
mance of to holy and hea- 
Fvcnly a duty ; namely, that 
the heart be clcane firſt,and 
$]thcn that it be cleare : clean 
| irom the defilement of an 
{knownefin ; clearefrom al 
[intanglements and diſtra- 
fIctions : What doe wee in 
our prayers, but converlc 
| 


with the Almighty ? and ei- 
[ther carry our ſoules up to 
[him, or bring him down to 
us; now, it 15 no hoping, 
that we can entertaine God 
In an impure heart : Even 
wee men loath a naſty and 
ſurtiſh lodging ; how much 
more will the oly God ab- 


horre an habitation {piritu- 

ally filthy ? I find that even | 

the wxcleaz fpirit made that 
a mMO- 


| IR *% - i 
- -. 
© CTR — ” 


— 
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Wild, 144, 


a motive of his repoſlcon, 
that he found the hauſeſwept 
«nd garniſhed: Satans clean- 
lineffe is pollvtion z and his 
garniihment, diforder and 

wickedncfle ; without this 

he findes no welcome; Each} 
{pirit looks for an cntcr- 

tainment anſwcrable to his 

nature; How much morc 

will that God of fpirits, 
who is purity it ſclte, look 

to be harboured in a clean- 

ly room?1ato a malicrons ſoul 
wif dome ſhall 20t enter, 40 | 
well 1a the lody that is ſuZj-{| 
uato fi. VV hat friend would 
be pleaſed that wee ſhoul: 
lodgehim in a Lazar-houſe: 
"r who would abide to have 
1 Toad lic in his boſome ? 
Surely,it is nor 17 the verge 
of created notre to yeeld 
aiiy thing thuc can be {0 1017 


Luk, II.z25 


toh 
nc 


ind 


[tC 
{nn 
the 

from 
cha: 
altc 
hap 
heat 
(Oc 
end, 
ng t 
in g1 
iSnC 
Dcſ 
fore. 
who 
Clic 
all r 
with 


Ecnd, and in the way 3 enjoy- 


_— 
> — —_———— —————_——_————_—_—_——— I — 


[indvre the fight of fin 3 nei- 
Itncr can he indure that the 
Kinncr ſhould come within 
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ſome and odious to the tenſe 
ot man, 25 fin is to that ab- 


tolutc, and cſ[catiall Good- 
ncflc : His pure eyes cannot 


the ſight of him 5 Amway 
from me, yee wicked, 1s his 
charge, both here, and here- 
after, It is the privilege and 
happinefle of the pure in 
heart, that they ſhall ſee 
God 3 ſee him both in the 


ing the viſion of him, both 
in grace; and in glory : this 
isno object for impure cys: 
Deſcend into thy {clt there- 
fore, and ranſack thy heart, 
who ever wouldſt be a truc 
Client of Devorion 3 ſearch | 
all the cloſe windings ot it, | 
with the torches of the law 


of 


yer 
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By 26.6, 


| 


makerthine offering abomi- 


of God; andit there be a- 
ny _— tound lurxtng 
in the ſecret corners tacrot, 


and when rhou haſt done, 
chat thy fingers may retaine 


holy Pſalmiſt z 7 will wah 
ny hands 18 1:nocence, fo will 
1 goe tothize Altar.Preſume 
not to approach the Altar 
of God, there to offer the 
Sacrifice of thy Devotion, 
with unclcane hands : Elſe 
thine offcring ſhall be ſo far 
from winning an acceptance 
tor thee, from the hands of 
God ; as thaf thou ſhalt 


nable. And if a bcaſt touch 
the Mount, it ſhall dyc, 


no pollution , fay with the! 


: 


drag it out and abandon it; 


A 


- t- 


, 


I 


"I 


- a 
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SSCT, XxX. 


| AS the ſoul muſt be clean 


trom tin, ſo it muſt vec 
clear and free from diſtra- 
tions. The intent of our 
Devotion 1s ro wclcome 


l Gced to our hearts 5 now 


where ſhall we entcrtain 
him, 1t the rooms be full 
thronged with carcs, and 
turbulent paſſions > The 
Spirit of God will not en- 
dure to be crowded up to- 
gether with. the world in 
our ftrair lodgings 3 An 


[holy vacuity muſt make 
way for him in our boſfores. 


The divine patterne of De- 
votion, in whom the God- 
head dwelt bodily , retircs 
into the Mount to pray; he 
that carricd heaven with 

him, 


ms 


—— 


rY 


_ 
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| _ 
him,would cven thus leave: 
| the world below him. Alas, 
how can wc hope to mount| 


up to heaven In cur 
thoughts, it wee have the 
clogs of carthly cares hang- 
ing at our hecls: Yea, not 


| only muſt chere bee a ſhut- 
ting out of all diſtraCtive! 


carcs, and paſhons, which 
are profeſſed encmics to 
our quict converſing with 
God in our Devotion , but 
there mult be alſo a denuda- 


thoſe images of our pharn- 
talic (how pleaſing ſocvcr' 
that may carry our thought: 
afide from thoſe bettcr ob- 
jets: VVe are like to fooliſh 
children, who when they 
ſhould be ſtedfaſtly looking 
on their books, are apt io 


I eazc aſtcr every butter-fly, 


that 


tion of the minde irom all 


| The Devo 
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ut Soul. 
that paſleti by them z here 


Knuſt be theretorca carctull | 


intention of our thoughts, a 
rc{traint from all vaine, and 
idlc rovings, and an holding 
our {clves clole to our &- 
vine taske : Whiles Mariha 
is troubled about many 


chings, her devourer ſiſter, 


ain. _ —— crane ” I 


Shaving choſen the bettcr 


part, plyes the one thing ne- 
lary,which ſhall never be 
1ken trom her ; and whiles 
1a17tha would feaſt Chriſt 
with bodily fare,ſhe is fea- 


|{fcd of Chriſt with heaven- 


y dclicacics, 


SECT, XI. 


Fter the hcart is thus 
cleanſed and thus clea- 
red, tt muſt bee in the next 
place 


—— 


mn 7" — — —_— — — ——__— 


OT mo 
place decked with true hu- 
mility, the cheapcit, yet bek 
ornainene of the ſoul. It the 
wile man tcl us,that pride x 
Ecl; 10. | the begtnarg ef (inz{urcly.al 
| gracious dif politions mul 
begin in hunulity.The foun 
dation of all high and ſtate 


valleys that ſoak in 


the ſtcep hils ſhelve off, and 
prove dry and fruitleſſe. 7; 
Eſa, 66,2 | that man will 1 lock ( fait 
God) that 1s poore, and of | 
contrite ſpurit , and trem! lell 
at my word:Hence it is, tha 
| the morc eminent any mat 
is ingrace,rhe more he is dc 
jected in the ſight of God; 
The father of the faithful 
"120 comes to God undcr the 
LI -- | ſtile of duſt,azd aſhes : Dare 


undcr 


' Gen.18-29 


| lj 42 The Devout Soul. | 


ly buildings muſt be laidÞ- 
low : They are the lowlyP 


ſhowres of heaven', which 
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g under the {tile of a worm and 


0/29 77477 5 Agur theſon of Fa- Pro, 30,2, 


ikeh, under the title of ore 
ir ciſ than any mais ant 0 
I bat bath aot the underft anu- 
($22 o 4 mais John Baprit, s 
"| "x worthy 10 carry the ſſ-ooes 
eÞf Chr!ſt after him ; Paul, as 
i.e leaſt of Sarits, Ai  chrefe 
8 [2ners : On the contrary, 
tc more vile any man is 1n 
Wis owne cycs,and the morc 
=cjectcd! in the ſight of God, 
ne higher he is exalred in 
ods tavour : Like as thc 
onduict-watcr , by how 
wch lower ir fals,thc nigh- 
ar it riſcth. VV hen«<hcretore 
ve would appcarc bcfore 
od, in our {olemn devori- 
ns, we muſt fcc that we 
mpty our fclves of all 


roud conceltts, and knd our 
carts fully convinced of 


- Cori 


—— — 


_— 


Mat, z.11. 


Ephef. 3.8, 
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our own vileneſſe » yea no- 
| thingncfs in his ſight. 'Down, 
down with all our hich 
thoughts ; fall wee low be 
fore our; orcat and holy 
God ; not to the carth only. 
but to the very brim of hcll, 
in the Conſcience of our 
owne guiltineſſc;{or thoughÞ 
the miſcrable wretchednele 
of our nature may bce a 
{ufhicient cauſe of our humi-F 
liation, yct the confiderati- 
on of our dcteſtable ſ{inful-Þ 
neſle is that which will def 
preſlc us loweſt in the ſigh 
of God. 


—— 


SECT, XIL, 

| T is fit the excrci(c of our 
! *Devotion ſhould LEN 
{1n an immble confeſſion 0) 
' OUT UNWGrd irche, Now 
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Fieycs upon a threctold ob- 


| Firit, toturne our eycs into 
| our bot omes, and to take a 
| view (not without a ſecret 


x 
= 


"© bidden there; &therupon to 
Peccuſc,arraign,and condemn 
"K our {elves before that awtul 
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tor the cffectual t:rcherance 
of this our telt-dcjection, it! 
will be requiſite to bend our 


ject; To look inward into 
our ſelves, upward to hca- 
ven, downwards to hell. 


(clt-loathing) of that world 
of corruption that hath lien 


Tribunall of the Judge of 
heaven and earth ; both of 
tzart originall pollution, 
which we have drawn from 
the tainted loins of our firſt 
parents ; and thoſe innume- 
rable a&tuall wickedneſlcs 
derived therce-from ; which 
have ſtained our perſons 


£1 ana 


————————_— 
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en Mt A ED % - 


and lives. How can we bee}; 


| but throughly humbled, to 


We find that 4z214þ bore 
up ſtoutly a while, againſt 
the Pricits of the Lord, in 


confoundcd in himielte,and 
im. depth of ſhame haſtens 
away from the preſtnce 0 
God to a ſad,and penitenti 
all retirednes, We ſhoull 

nced no othcr arguments to 
| loath our ſclvcs, than the 
| ſight of our own faces , (0 
| miſcrably deformed with 
the naſty and hatcfull ſcurt 
| of our iniquity : Neither 
' only muſt we be content to 


| ſhame, 


tec our ſouls utterly over- 
{prcad with the odivus and! 
abonunable leprotic of fin: 


the maintenance of his ſa-F 
crilegious preſumption, butſ 
when he ſaw himſelf turd} 
Lazar, on the {uddain, he is 


The Devout Soul. 


| 
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R | ſhame, and gricve our cycs 
[with the foule nature and! 
Fi condition of our fins.but we | 
0F.| anſt repreſent them to our 
«| |{clves in all che circumſtan * 
eÞ{jccs that may aggravate their 
tloainouſndle. Alas, Lor | 
nf any one {in is able to da! as 
©] 4 {oul I have committ 
{| many,yca numbcrlcfle: has : 
Il havenor polieſied me ſingle, | 
$M] but, as that evil ſpiri it f21d, 
thctr name (6 Leo:y-zncither 
have I committc ©d theſe fi 1s , 
once,but often;ThincAngels | 
(that were)ſinned but once, | 
and are damned for cvcr ; 1 
have frequently reitcrated 
the ſame offences , where 
[(then were it not for thy 
MW mcrcy ) ſhall I appear ? nci- | 
| 
| 


— 


Ml thor have only done them 
Mit ric time of R1y Igno- | 
Mcancc, bur finceI receied | 
Cy {ut- | 
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{uficicnc illumination from 
[thee ;, It is notin the darke 
that 1 have ſtumbled, and 
faln, but in the miaſt of the 
clear light and {un-ſhine of 
thy Golj cl, and in the vcry 
tace of th ec my God: ;neithcr 
have theſe been the flips Ot 
my weaknefle, but the bold 
miſcarriaz zes of my pre: 
ſumprior; : neithcr ha\ clo 
tended cur of inconfidcrati- 
ON! 1 12: 12vcrtiency,but at- 
| t<r and avaſt the che ks of 
| 2 remormuri! 1g conſcience; 
2'tcr lo nz: any gra: 10us war- 
mango, and fathcrly admc- 
nitions, aft fo many fear! 
lull examp les of thy judge- | 
ments, aftcr ſo infinite ob!j- | 
vations of thy tavours, 
_ And thus having lookt! 
inward into our ſclvcs, and 
taken ain _— VICW of 
Our 


| 
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A ee ts nm 


[ſure that it cannor 
wito hath ſhnt up tac , 


1.ome and no turther, 
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our own \1lencticit will be 


up ward unto licavin, aid | 
there to tre avain{t whom 


Wc ave offender, ; © CE] 


IS 


requit; tC tO calt our CVCs 


JI 


Om weir EAI ere 
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oat an ink" i430 Ma' "CiEV vo 


POW! _ ate Durecy, at | 


-inkince jul 


Curtain, and k ati: laid eli 

/oundations ot the eart:1 10 
be mo- 
vcd ; 
{ca with bars and doors, and 
{aid , Hithcrto thalt thou 


of ny 3 
acre ſhale rhnou Ray: th) 
proud waves ; wh 


ven and in carthy who com 
* 1 1 

mandeth the Devils to their 

chains, ablc thertore to take 


nf1nte VCnge ance Cn 1h 


| 
GOL 
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C2 
ners. That mercy of God 
'the Father , who gave hs 
| wn Son out of his bc ſome 
tor our redemption 3 That 
——_ mercy of God the Son,who, 


thinking 1t no robbcry to 
be equall unto God,tor our 
ſakes made himſelf of no 
reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a ſervant; 
and being found in faſhi 
on as a man, humbled him- 
{clf,and became obedient to 
the death,cven the accurled 
dcath of the Crofle ; That 


| mercy of God the holyſþ 


' Ghoſt,who hath made that 
| Chriſt mine, and harh ſea- 
led ro my ſoule the benetr; 
of thar blefled Redemption; 
Laſtly, that juſtice of God, 
which as ir 1s infitjtely dif 
pleated with every fin, fo 
will be ture to take infints 


Vert 
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Veng Cance O:1 oVocry 1mpe- 


nieent finncr. 

Aad from ncnce 1c will be 
fic and ſcalonable for the 
devout foul, ro look down- 
ward 11to that horrible pit 
of cternall contufion ; and 
there to {ce the dreadful.un- 
{peakable , unimaginable 
torments of thc damned ; tO 
repre{cnt unto it fclfe the 
tcrrors of thoſe ever rlaſting 
burnings; the fire and brim- 
tone of that internall To- 
phet3 the mcrcilefle and un- 


| wearible ty ranny of thotc 


hclliſh execurioners ; the 


. ${ſbricks, and howlings , and 
. {gnaſhiags of therormented; 


the unpittable, ince cmin- 


| able , unmitigable rortures 
| of thoſe ever-dying,and yet 


_— 


never-dying fouls. By all 


.F | which, we ſhall juſtly at- 


Cs fright 
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jrivbr our {clvcs into a dccp 
{cnlc of the dangerous and, 
woftull condition wherein, 
we lic in the itatc of nature 
and impeniterice,and ſhal be 
driven with an holy cagcr- 
nefle to leek for Chriit, the 
Son of the ever-living God, 


our bleſſed Mediatorzin and} 
by whom only,we can look 
for the remiſhon of all rhete 


our ſins, a reconcilement 
with this moſt powerfull, 
mercifull , juſt God, and : 
deliverance of our ſoul 


a 
OY 


—— 


——_— 


from the hand of the n& 
thermoſt hcl!l, | 


A As, 


SECT, XUE 


T ſhall not now need, or 
boor to bid the ſoul whuch 
istrucly apprehenſive af al 
theſe, to ſue importunarel; 
£0 


—_—  — _—— 
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to ricLord of litc tor a irce- 


[demand reſcue from cheſs 
[| infinite paines of crcrnall 


deat, to Which our {inncs 
1ave fortcited it; 4 and 6 ror a 
prefent Na appy IeCO\ y of 
char favour, which is ds 
tan lite, Have we ncard,cr 


inc tome hat- 


I nons Malcfactor, that hath 
I reccived the ſentence of 


death, and is now bound 
hand,and toor, readv to bc 
caſt into a Den of Lions, cr 
[a burzing furnace, with 
what ſtrong crics, and pal- 


| , _ obſecrations he plies 


he Jadge for mercy ? wee 

ay then conceive ſome 
lnelel image of the vchement 
{ute, and ſtrong cries of a 
ſoul truly ſenſible of rhe 
aanger of Gods wrath de- 


| ſcrved by his fin, and the 


dreac- 


i tm 
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| 


dreadful conſequents of dc- 
ſerved imminent damiati- 
on;Although what propor-! 
tion 15 there betvwixta weak! 
creature,and the Almighty;' 
berwixt a moment,and ctcr- 
nity ? 

Hereupon therctore {0 
lowes a vchcment longing 
(uncapavle of a denial)atter 
Chriitzand fervent aſpirati- 
ons to that Saviour, by 
whom only we receive a {ul 
and gracious deliverance 


from death and hell; andaf 


full pardon and remiſſion 
of all our ſins; and if thi 
come not the ſooner, ſtrong 
knockings at the gatcs & 
heaven, cven ſo loud that 
the Father of mercies car- 
not but hear & open:Neve 
did any contrite foul beg 0 
God, that was not preven- 


Lalit. red 
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red by Is mcrcy ; much | 
more doth he condcſcund | 
{ba he is ſtrongly increa-| 
| Ired ; our very intreatics arc 
;F[irom him, hce puts into ns: 
thole deſires which he gra 
ciouſly anſwers: Now ther- 
tore doth the devour foul 
$[iec the God of all comfort 
THto bow the hcayens, and 
pj come down with hcaling in 
YI his wings ; and heare him 
iſ [peak peace unto the heart 
vs throughly humbled ; 
I Fcar not, thou ſhalt not dic 
"gl but live. Be of good cheare, 
Ei chy fins are forgiven thee : 
EF! Hcre therefore comes in 
that divine grace of Faith, 
effc&tually apprehending 
Chriſt the Saviour, and his 
infinite ſatisfaftion and me- 
rits z comfortably applying 
all the ſweet promules = | 
thc 


| aa 
i 
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Rom, 5.1. 


tae Goſpel ; clinging clci. 
to that all-fuſhcicnt Redec 
mer ; and in his moſt per 
tet obedience emboldnin 
it ſelte, to challenge a ſrec 
dome of acceſle to God,and 
confidence of appearance 


with Chriſts rightcoufnefl: 


triumph over all the pow: 
.crs of darkneſſe: For, bei; 
juſtified Ly faith,we have pear 
with God through 
Chriſt our Lord, 


4 


SnzCT, XIV; 
BY huw much cceper thi 
{cnſe of onr nulſcry ard 
dangcr is, ſo much morc 


| 


welcome and joyfull is thc 
appr 


——_— CH 


before the Tribunal of hea 


ap 

To 
th: 
le 
ab 
(0) 
TN! 
ot 


ven; andnow the ſoule cla} 
\fer 
darcs look God in the face 
and can borh challenge ang 
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apprehcniion ot our deli- 
vcrance 3 and ſo nwch more 

thankiull is our acknow- 
Jlcdgement of that un{pcak- 
able mcrcy:The ſoule there- 
tore thar 15 truly ſenſible of 
this wondertull goodneflc 
ot it's Godzas it feels a mar- 
i} vellous joy in it ſelf, fo it 
-Hcannot but break forth into 
<< chccriull and holy (though 
{{ecret) gratulations : The 
Lord us full of compaſſion, and 
mercy, long ſuffering, and of 
$1 great goodies 3 be keepeth not 
Þ1 bis anger for everghe hath not 
dealt with me after my ſta$4207 
I /enarded me after mine 1a1- 
quities What ſhal T render na- 
tothe Lord for all his benefits 
of cowards me? I will take the cup 
oof ſaluation,and call upon the 
i 2ame of the Lord. IT mill thank 


i :2eyfor thou baſt heard me, 
h 


- " — my 
v M7 


aſt 
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P{.103,8» 


PC. 116,12, 
13» 


23,&c, 
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P's 19, 18, 
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haſt x0: ervea me over ti 
deathyut art become my ſalu 
1102. O ſpeak good of the Lori 
all ye works of his; Praiſe thus 
the Lord O my ſoul. | 
SECT, XV, 

He more tceling]y tix 
ſoul apprehends, ang} 
the more thankfully 1t dif 
geſts the favours of God inf 
1ts pardon, and deliverance. 
the more freely doth thi 
God of mercy impart him} 
{elf to it; and the more God 
imparts himſelf to it, thc 
more it loves him , and zh} 
more heavenly acquainF 
trance and cntirencſſe grow 
betwixt God & it; andnovÞ 


ſpark at firſt grows into 1 
flame; and wholly takes vp 
the ſoul. Thisfire of heaven 
ly love in the devour ſoul,is | 


that love which was but 184... 
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and mutt be hetohrned more 


{land more, by the addition 


_ L ot the holy incentives of di- 
"4qviae thoughts, concerning 
the means of our treedome 
\ Hand deliverance. And here, 
ny offers it {elf to us that bot- 
romleſie abyſle of mercy in 
apt our Redemption, wrought 
"JJby the eternall Son of God, 
"4 |cfus Chriſt the juſt, by 
"14 whoſe ſtripeswe are healed; 
by whoſe bloud we are ran- 
lomed;where none will be- 
"P{fit us but admiring and ado- 
"Rring notions, We ſhall nor 


'F{diſparage you, O ye blcſled 
"PÞ Angels, and Arch-angels of 


"Heaven, if we ſhall ſay, ye 


9 ircnot ableto look intothe 
'Mbotome of this divine love, 
KM wherwith God fo loved the 


J world that he gave his only 
' egotten Son, that wholoe- | 
| ver | 
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ver beleeveth in himiſhoulMex 
not pcriih, but have cvcrlaWirc 
ſtifg lite: None,oh none (a; this 
comprehend th1; mcrey,buſſfio! 
he that wrovght It, Lord Wo 
what a tranſcende! it, Wi bt 
an infinicc love 15 th34+? wh; 


W101 
an obje&t was this for thuhcr 
to love? A world of {1nner-MSo 
Impotent , wretched crcaQthe 
tures, that had difpighteFrhj 
the ethat had no motive to 
thy favour but deformityſi 
miſery , profeſſed enmity 
[t had been mercy enouvglWhac 
in thee, that thou didſt ra 
damn the world ; bur thaſorc 
thou ſhouldſt loc it, 
more than mcrcy.lt was tirſha\ 
great goodneflc to fourbuar fer 
the adts of juſt v« ngcance ith 
the ſinful world of man; . 
to vive unto it tokens of tlyPrar] 
love, 1s a favour beyond allÞSo1 
Cx 


————0 
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cxpreſion. The laſt gitt 
aWtrom thee had been more 
a Mci:an the world could hope 
uſ'or ; burthar chou ſhouldſt 
| not ſtick to give rhine only 
aFFbcgorten Son,the Son of thy 
allove, the Son of thine e{- | 
«Kicncothy cocqual,cocternal | 
MSon,who was more than ten; 
Whouſand worlds,to redeem! 
Frh:is one forlorne world of | 
ofinacrs, is love above all! 
1 omprehenſton omen and | 
'WAngcls. VVhat diminurtton | 
Mad it beento thee and thine | 
aeſicntiall glory, O thou 
FM-rcat God of heaven, that 
the ſouls that ſinned ſhould 
Fave dyed, and periſhed 
everlaſtingly 2 yer fo ut- 
Finice was thy loving mer- 
Icy, that thou wouldeſt | 
rarher give thy oncly 
Sonne our of thy boſome, 
titan | 


—— - x | _ 
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than that there ſhould not [that 


be a redemption for belze 


VETS, 


all r 


of t 


Yet, O God, hadſt thou vec 
{cnt down thy Son io thitust 
lowcr region of earth, upo:| Co 
ſuch rernies, as that heeſot a 
mighr have brought dowrfcart 
heaven with him , that kecY his. 
might have come in the por rhe! 


and Majeſty of a God:cloa- 


duſl 


thed with celcſtiall glory,toF (or 
have dazeled our eyes, and|a ſt 


to have drawn all hearts un- 
to him; this might have ſce- 


nef 


hin 


med, in ſome meaſure, tor: 


have ſorted with his divine 


magnificence 3 But thou 


wouldſt have him to appear 
Ci . . [ 
in the wretched condition! 


Ot 
din 
tf 


nc{l 


of our humanity : Yet,ev«n|Þ/ncfl 
tinshadft thou fent him 11:-|Fbet 


to the world, inthe high, 
cltatc,ana pomp of royalty, 


thiac 


buf 
t101 
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that carth could aftord,that 
all the Kings and Monarchs 
of the wcrld ſhould have 
becn commanded to follow 
his train,and to glitter in his 
Court; and that the knces 
of all the Potentates of the 
carth ſhould have bowed to 
his Soveraign Majcſty, and 
ther lips have kifled his 
duſt,this might have carried 
{ome kind of appearance of 
a ſtare next to divine great- 
neſſe;but thou would(t have 
him come in the deſpiſed 
form of a ſervant: And thou, 
O bleſſed Jeſu, waſt accor- 
dingly willing for our ſakes, 


[to ſubmit thy 1clt to naked- 


ndſle, hunger, thirſt, weart- 
nefle, temptation,contemprt, 
betraying, agonics , ſcorn, 
buffering, ſcourgings,diſten- 
tion,crucifixion,death : Oh 

love 


—- 


ms, 


I _r 
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of the crofle ; whercin yet, 


——_ 
love above mcaſure , with! 
out example, beyond, admr 
ration ! Greater love ( thou 
ſfaicſt ) hath no man, than 
this, thata man lay dow! 
his life for his friends ; But, 
oh,what is it then,that thou, 
who wert God and man, 
ſhouldſt lay down thy lite, 
(more precious than many 
worlds) for thine enemucs! 
Yct,hadit been butthe lay- 
ing down of a life, in a fair 
and gentle way,there might 
have been ſome mitigatio! 
of the ſorrow of a diſlolr 
tion ; there isnot more dit 
ference betwixt life and 
dcath,than there may be be 
twixt ſome one Kind 
death and another; Thine,0 
dear Saviour, was the pain- 
fullſhametull, curſed death 


all 


not 


[ 
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"| chat man could do unto 


[ce was nothing to that in- 
ward torment,which,in our 
tcad,thou enduredſt trom 


Wy tachcrs wrath ; when in 


the bitterncfle of thine an- 
auiſhed ſoul, thou cryclſt 
out, My Gel, my God, nby 
Laſt thou forſakez me > Even 
tus,thus waſt thou content 
to be forſaken, that wee 
wretched ſinners might bee 
received to mercy ; O love 
ſtronger than death which 
mou vanquiſhedſt ! more 
high, than that hell is decp, 
from which thou haſt ret- 
cucd us ! 


SECT, XVI. 


He ſenſc of this inh- 
lite love of God can- 


not chuſe but raviſh the 
ſoul, 
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Phil.r.21-6 


Gal,2-20, 


| 


Cant. 2. 16. 


ſoul,and cauſe it to goc ou MW(cd 
of it (elt,into that Saviour\M} 4 
who hath wrought ſo mcr-W 1; 
citully tor itzfo as ie may beYGc 
nothing in it (clf,but what i'M. ip; 
hath, or is, may be Chriſt. ſl Ge 
By the {weet powers there- 
tore of Faith and Love the 
ſoul finds it ſelf united unto 
Chriſt, feclingly , effe&tu- & 
ally, indiviſibly: ſo as thatit 

is not to be diftinguiſhedFunſ 
betwixt the a&ts of both:Ynd 
Tometo lite & Chriſt, {aith! that 
the bleſled Apoſtle ; and 
elſewhere, 7 lite, jet at |, 
Lat Chriſt lrveth in me, anifl(cd. 
the life which now 7 live infhion 
the fleſh, 1 live by the ſaith ily: 
the Son of God, who loved m!, find 
and gave himſelf for me. 2M;Beart 
beloved 1s mine, and I am bis, ſj, 
{aith he Spouſe of Chriſt he 
in her Bridall Song, O ble{-| 


{cd 


' 
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{cd union,next to the hypo- 
'tariall , whereby the hu- 
nanc nature of the Son of 


| God is taken into the parti- 


zipation of thc ctcriuall 
Godhicad, 


——_—_—_ — 


SECT, XVII. 


Ut of the ſenſe of this 
happy union ariſcth an 


Funſpcakable complacency 


and delight of the foul in 
that God and Saviour, who 
is thus inſcparably ours,and 
by whoſe union we are blet- 
icd;and an my apprecia- 
ton of him above all the 
world; and a contemptuous 


Wundcr-valuation of all 
Fcarthly things, in compar1- 


lon of him s And this is no 


gother than an hcavenly re- 


i fiction of that ſweet con- 


D tent- 


——————_—_ _— 


ee IE 


pI 


trentiment, \ 
micrcics takes in the faithful: 
Cant4.9. | ſoul; Thou haſt raviſht m)| 


of thize eyes.T hou art Leautt- 


comely as |crulalemy Turn a 
way thize eyes from me , {0 
th:y have overcome me. Hin 
fair & thy love, my ſiſter , ny 
Spouſe > How much better u 
thy love than wine, ard the 
| (mel of thine cntments bitter 
| thaz all pices. Ard the ſoul| 
anſwers him again in thc 
fam: language of fpirituall 
Cant, 5.10, dearneſle 5 Ay Lelived 6 
| white and ruday , thechreſeji 
3. 6 | amons ten thouſand. Set me i 
| a ſeal upon thine heart, as 4 
ſeal upon thine army for love is 
| 45 [tr0q 4s death: And as in 
an ccſlaticall qual of pal- 
fionate 


heart, my ſiſler,nvy Spoyſe,thui'f 
haſt ravijht my heart with ont 


full, O my Love, as Tirzal, 


abf 

gry 

har 

wh 
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lonate affection z Stay mee 
mth ji 408048, 4d confort me 


181th apples, for I aa ich of 


: 174 Cs 


— 


SECT, XVIII. 


[ Pon this gracious com- 


placency will tollow an 
abſolute ſelt-rclignation, or 
giving up our ſelves ro the 
hands of that good Vvod, 
whoſe weare, and wo 15 
curs ; and an kumble con- 
tentednefle with his goo. 
plca{ure in all chings ; look- 
ng upon God withthe ſame 


Waccwhothor he ſmile vpon 


vs in his favours, or ci:aſtiic 
ts wich his loving ccrre'ti- 
ns ; If he ſpcak good unto 
s, Behold the ſeruant of the 
Lord ;be it unto me acces tr 
0 thy word ;1t eviil, 7! ts the 

T D2 Lov, 


toms td 


— 


Lord, let him doe wha'ſoeter 
he will : Hcrce is theretore a 
cheerſull acquieſcence in 
God;and an hearty reliance, 
and caſting our ſclves upon 
the mercy of ſo bountitull a 
God ; who having given us 


his Son, can in and with 


him deny us nothing. 


—— 


SECT, XIX, 
[ Pon this ſubacted difpo- 


tition of heart will fol. 
low a tamiliar ( yet awfull) 
compellation of God ; anc 
an emptying of our ſou 
before him in all our necc 
ſtties. For that God,who is 
infinitely mcrcifull, yet will 
not have his favours other- 


wiſe conveighed to us tha 


by our ſupplications, The 
ſtyle of his deare ones is,his 


peopic 
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| a5 knowing, that God will 
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people that praycth,and his 
owne {tile 1s, the God. that 
ncarcth praycrs : To him 
cherefore doth the devout 
heart pour out all his re- 
quelts with all true humilt- 


ty,wich all tervour of ſpirit, 


hcarneither proud prayers, 
nor heartleſle : wherein his 
holy defires are regulated 
by a juſt method ; Firſt,ſu- 


— — 


ing for ſpirituall favours, as 
moſt worthy; then for rem- 
porall,as the appenCances of | 
better ; and 1n both, aiming | 
x the glory of our good | 
God , more than our own | 
advantage: And in the order | 
of ſpirituall chngs, firſt and | 
moſt tor rhoſe rhiat arc moſt | 
ncceſſary, and cflentiall tor | 
our ſouls health, than for ' 
lccondary graces, that con- | 

i» qg CETN | 


PR 
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ccrn tic prolperity & con 
fort ot cur ſpirituall lite: 
Abſolutely craving thoſe 
graces that accompany al 
\ation, all others, conditio: 
nally, and with re{erenceto 
the good pleaſure of tic 
munificent giver z VVhecrin, 
heed mnt be taken,thar our 
thoughts be not {o much ta- 
ken up with our expreſſions, 
25 with our dcfires;and that 
we doe not ſuffcr our ſelves 
to languiih into an unter: 
ling Icnzrh, and rcpeticic! 
of our {urcs; Even che ha: 

ci a A's, may in Tiny 
vrow 1:cavy ; fo therefor; 
ult we bnsband cur fpir] 

tuall {lrcngth, that our UE 


ovcr-tiring, but may bec 
molt vigorous at the latt, 


| 


And as we mutt cnrer into 
Our 


YR _NOOR—_— OO — —@——————__ 7 @O—_— 
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our praycrs, not withour 
[prc; \"QraTury elevation K . fo! 
TINS i} We PCs arcku) | tO tal * | 
[amet leave of God, rok 
tietr ſhutting wp; 1, I v ving 
our {upp lications, with the 


panic CF {4 faith! il. and 


moſt lowly adoration; and 
1 it vere lenuing up Cur 


-Wiarts into heaven, to ſee 


3) 
It 


% 
» \ 
» w 
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how our prayers are t eakens 

11d railing them to a joyſr 

cxpeRatio: 1 of a cracious 
J |, 

and ſucccilcfull anfwer from 

the father of mcrcics, 


I I em at 


_—_Yy, XX. 
| [/.0n the comCortable | 
- teclins of a £racIGus 
onde (cent, follows an hap- 
Dy fruition of God it 2!l 
15 fave Ours ; {0 as we ha we | 
rot them 10 ſe 7. as God | 
n them 3 which acvancerh | 

D 4 thor 
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| 


their wort) a thouland told, 
and as it were brings down 
heaven unto vs 3 whereas, 
thcretore, the ſcniuall man 
reſts only in the meer ule ot 
any blc fling,as hcalth, peace, 
proſperity, knowledge, and 
LOS no higher ; the d dc- 
voute {oul, in, and through 
all theſe, ſees, and feels a 


God that ſanftifies them tof 


him , and enjoyes therein 


his favour, that is betterÞþ 


than life, Even we men are 


wont, out of onr good na- 
ture, to eſteem a bench. 
not {0 much for its owac 
worth, as tor the love, an! 


rcipc&t of the giver :* Smal 
lIegacics for this cauſe, find: 
deare acceptation : Hov 
much more 1s it ſo betwixt 
God andthe devout foul :Þl 
It is the {weet apprehention 

01 
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| 

'of this love that makcs all 
his gitts, bicfſings. Doe we 
not fee ſome vaine churle;, 
though cryed down by the 
muicrude, herein ſecretly 
applauding himſelf chat he 
hath bags at home > how 
much more jhail che godly 


man find comfort againſt 
all the crofics of the world, 
that hee is poſicſſed of him 
thar poſſceſſeth all things 3 
cven God All-ſufficient; the 
pledges of whoſe ivfrnits 
love he feels in all thc 
whole courſe of Gods dca- 
ung with him ? 


SECT, XXI, 


Ut of the truc ſenſe of 
this inward {fruition of 
God,che devout ſoul Lecaks 
forth into cheerfull rt anki- 
D5 giv:nss 


| 


— 
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givings to the God of all| - 
,comtort , praiſing him for | $11 
every evill that 1t is free! tl 
from ; for every good thing | Fc 
ir enjuyeth : For, as it keeps| #1 
a jult Inventory of all Gods|| 
favours, fo it often ſpreads |fj 41" 
them thankfully before him tl 
and layes them forth (fo 
near as it may) in the full 
dimenſions 3 that ſo , God | ©: 
may beno loſcr by him in|}! 
any aG& of his beneficence, | {7 
Here therefore every off i 
Gods benefits muſt come: 
into account; whether cter-\ 
nall or remporall , {piritu- 
all or bodily, outward or doK 
inward, publick or private, |< 
poſitive oz privative, paſt F') * 
or preſent, upon our {clv6| We 
or others, In all which, h:}P*© 


| 


(hall _— acknowledyc! eſt. 
both Gods frce mercy, and} *PP 
his Y'all 


__—}}_ A. 
— — 


—— 
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his own tha mciull unwor- Ts 


thuncfle 3 3 {(crting off the ta- 
VOUTrs Ot his IM 0 Ar God rhe 
more, With the fc ylc Ot his 
ow.1 contefled wreithednes, 
and unan{wcrabloniuſe to 
the leaſt of his mcrcics, 
Now as tiacre 1s 1nfanitc 
variety of blcſings from 
tc libcrall hand of the Al- 
mighty,{o there is great dit- 
ference intheir dc Crocs; For, 
wheras there are three ſub- 
jc&s of ail the good we arc 
capable ofz Thc E -Ieate, Bo- 
dy, Soul ; and cach of tticts 
doe far ſurpaſie orhicr in va- 
UC, (the ſoul being infinite- 
'y more worth than the bo- 
dy, and the body far more 
- —_— than the outward 
1c) ſo the bleſſings that 


EE = 


—_c 


— 


" n= to them, 1n ſeve- 


$ 


[rall, differ in their true eſti- 
mation 


Om. 
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mation accordingly, If &- 
ther wee doe not highly Þ[. 
magnifie Goes mcrcy tor|Þ|> 
| the leaſt,or ſhall ſer as high [ 


Cs A, 


1 a price upon the bleſſings þ || 
Ns 3: I that concerne our cſtate, a} |, 
f | chole that pcrtain ro the ÞÞ |, 
W body, or upon bodily fa- F |, 
if vours,as upon thoſe that be- | q 
| f long to the ſoul, we ſhall Þ|c 


ihew our ſolves very un-B|c 
worthy, and uncquall par-F|; 
takers of the Divine bour-F|Þ 
ty. But it will favor toojq 
much of carth,if we bemorcÞ| i; 
affeted with temporall | « 
 bleff:ngs,than with ſpiricuallÞ| 
{and ctcraall, By how much Bl f 
Wy nearer relation then,any ta- K+} 
Fi' OP vor hath to the Fountain & WY q, 
Il | coodnefle, and by hov| 
much more it conduceth wh] yy 
the glory of God, and our| þ, 
lin him-, ſo much higha|{ 

Place | 


| þ 


ty _— = _ 
—— ——_— —_— 4 l 
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place ſhould it pofleſe in 
vur afc«Ction and gratitude, 
No marvcll therctorc it the 
Devour Hcart bee railed a- 
bove it {clf, and tranſported 
with heavenly rapturcs, 
whcn,with Stephezs Cycs, it 
bcholds theLord Jcſus ſtan- 
ding at the right hand of 
God, fixing it felt upon the 
conſideration of rhe inh- 


[nite Merits of his Litc;, 
| Dcath,Refurre&ion, Aſcen- 


l10n,Interceſion,and finding 
itſelf fwallowed up in the 
ocpth of that Divine Love, 
trom whence all mcrcies 
flow into the foule ; ſo as 
that it runs over with paſ- 
lionate thankfulnes, and 15s 
therefore deeply affcfted 
with all other his mercics, 
becauſe they are derived 
{rom that boundleſſe Ocean 


of 


— 


| 


| 
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of Divine goodnefle, Un- 


— 


 ſpcakable 1s the advantacc 
= the ſoule raiſcs ro it Þ® 
{eli by this continuall excr-|Þ} - 
ciſe of thankſyiving; for the 
gratctull acknowledgement F| 
of favours, is the way to IL 
more z cven amongſt mc I[;, 
| (whoſe hands are thort ain Fc 
ſtrait) this is the mcancs tolſſ;; 
ull on further bencficence; ||, 
= much more from the b 
God of all Conſolation, D 
whoſc largeſt bounty dimi- I. 
niſherh nothing of his ſtore? || |; 
1 And hcrcin the devout Soul *y 
enters , itto its heavenly Ns 
Tak; beginning upon earth|ſ|.. 
thoſe Hallelujals, which it x 
{hall pcrfc& above in the 2 
blcf.:d Chore of Saints a:d|Þ 
Argcls, ever praiſing God, |. 
and ſaying, Blefize, and Gl: | ' 
| 3, az 3/1{demezand Tharll- | 4 
| | 


QIWUHS) 


——_— 
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y- MS 
er, ana Aight, le unto our 


God for ever and ever. Amen, 


— — — 


STCT. XXIT., 
None of all the ſervices 
L Yof God can bee acc: pta- 
bly, no not unſinfully per- 
tormed without duc devo- 
tion 3 as thcretore in our 


—— 


[prayers and thankſgivings, 


l0in the other cxerciſcs of 
Divine Worſhip, ( cfpect- 
ally, in the reading and hca- 
ring of Gods Word, and in 
our receipt of the blcſled 
Sacrament) it is ſo neceſſa- 
ry, that withour it,'we offer 
to God a meer carcafſſe of 
rclivjious duty, and protanc 
that ſacred name we would 
pretend to honour. Firſt 
thcn,we mult come to Gods 


ſp. G OY ® : 
tiff yAnt H 0, OH; Ant! Pr - | 


Book: 
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Pfal, x16 
Rom, 3, 4 


Plal.r19.8. 


Book, not withour an holy 
Revercnce, as duly contidc- 


ring both what and whoſe, |* 


itis; Even ao otncr, than' 
tne Word of the ever-living 
God, by which wee ſhall 
once be judged. Great rea- 
{on have wee therefore, to 
make a difference betwixt 
it, andthe writings of the 
Holicſtmen , even no leſle 
than betwixt theAuthors of 
both : God is true, yca, truth! 
it {-1f; and that which D- 
vid {aid in his haſte, $S. Paul 
ſayes in full deliberati on,E- 
Very man 15 4 lier, Betore we 
put our hand to this Sacred 
Volume, it wiil be requititc 
to clevate our hearts to that 
God whoſe it isfor both bis 
leave and his blerſit:g : Opes 
mine ejes,{aith the ſiveet 11n-| 
gcr of Iſracl, that I may - | 
hold 


_— 


i 


ww 


$/ ſumptuouſly to break in up- 


| 
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{old ihe wend;o1's things of 
[thy Law, Lo, Davigs eyes 
| Were Open before to other 
objects z bur when he comes 
0Gous Book,he can {ce no- 


ming without a new act of 
apertion : Letters he might 
{ce, but wonders hee could 
not ſee, till God did uncloſe 
his eyeg,and enlighten them. 
Iris not thertore tor us, pre- | 


| che Almighty; and to fetch 
| out all his hidden treafure 
: 

I thence, at pleaſurc z bur we 


on God,and to think by our 
naturall abilitics to wreſt 0- 
pen the precions Caskets of 


muſt corac tremblingly be- 
tore him,and in all humility 
crave his gracious admiſh- 
on. I confelle I finde ſome 
k1ide of envy 1n my {clt, 
whcn I read of thoſe ſcru- 

pulous 
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YOWM&A 15S, 


Carols Bor 


Cc —————— 
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pulous obſcrvances of hizh 
reſpeRs given vy the Jews, 
to the Book of Gods Law:Þa 
and when I read of a Ro-W/l 


| 


mtih Saint, that never rcadlÞ}] vi 
the Scripture but upon his Þ f 
knees, and compare it with ff k 
the carcleſle neglect wl.cec- ſ in 
of I can accuſe my ſelf, ani 
pcrhaps fome others : Nutt 
that wee ſhould reſt in the} w 
tormaliry of outward Co-tw 


Femonics 


. . ' 
wherein it wcre more calc} ot 
to be ſuperſtirious than de- it 


of 


roOVCITeNce. fl 


; out; but thar our outwa rl re 


acPorument may teftific,anclw; 
an{wcr the awfull difpoſi- 1x 
ton of our kearts : where Nis 
we ſhall not necd tobe ex-ſhi 
cited, it wee be throughly|ſſm 
pcrſwaded of the Divincſw 
Originall, and authority of £t: 
that Sacred Word, It was 


| ; 
4 


morte | 


| W. > <4 : 7 
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motive e:ough tothe EZyhe- 
"aus zcaloully to plead for, 
an.i rcligtouily to adore the 
Image of thur D:/axa,thar it 


| was the Image that fell dow; 


from Jupiter.Bclecve we,and 


th $] know, that the Scripture is 
© [inſpired by Godzand we can 
KI cntcrtain 1t with no other 
| than an awſull addrefic,and 


we cannot be Chriſtians if 
we do not ſo beleeve. 
Every Clauſe therefore 


B 19.35, 


lvme, muſt bc,as revercntly 
received by us, fo {crioully 
weighed, and carctully laid 
1pz as knowing, that there 
'S NO tittle thercin with ovt 
his uſe. VVhat we read, we 
muſt labour to ur.derſtard ; 


what wee cannot undcr- 

tand, we muſt admire (1- 

lrtly,and modeſtly enquire | 
C) 


— rr _— 
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ot. There arc plain Truzt, 
and there are deep myſte 
rics, The bounty of God 
hath left this Well of Lt 
ving-water open {0r all j| 
what runs over 1s for all 
commers ; bur every One: 
hath not whcrewith to, 


draw. There 1510 Chriſtian®* 


that may not "enjoy God: 
Book, but every Chriſtiar 
may not intcrprct it z thoſc 
ſhallow Fords that are 1n it, 
may be waded by every 
Paſſenger, bur there arc 
deeps wherein he that car 
not iwim,may drown, Hen 


canlT without a Guide , {ai FO 


that Ethopian Eunuch; 
W hertore ſerves the tongu: 
of the Learncd, but to di- 
rc& the lanorant 2 Their! 
modeſty is of no lefle uk 
than the othcrs kill. Its 

a 


—_ 


Ka 


- TheDvout Soul. 


2 woefull condition of a 
Church when no man will 
2c 1gnorane. 
What tervice can our 
l; cyCs doc us 1n the wayes ot 
God without our thoughts? 
Four diligent and frequent 
reading, therefore, mult be 
Earccndcd with our holy me- 
4 Fdication : we teed on what 
we read, but we digeſt only 
vhat we meditate Of. VVhat 
$11 Our Bible is Gods ; but 
that which is in our hearts, 
is our own: By all which 


ks 
ke- 


ach to beceme wiſcr , as 
to become better, labou- 
ing ſtill to reduce all 
hings to godly praCticc. 
| Finally, as we entcr into 
Fhis rask with the liſting up 
(. of our hearts for a bleſſing, 
i F$'0 we ſhut it up in the cjacu- 

| lations 


a 


ur care muſt be, nor ſo] 
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Eccleſ, Fols 
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NC 


. je Fn... 
lations of our thankſgiving] 
| 
to that God, who hath bl! 
ſed us with the free uſe 
his Word. 


— 


CEE e—— 


Ur eye is our beſt guide 

to God our Creator, 

but our caT Sit thatlcadsus 
to God our Redeemer, Hoy! 
ſhall they beleeve except the) 
heare > Which that we may 
cffe&ually doe, our devotrſ 
on ſuggeſts unto us ſom 
duties before the at, ſom 
in the at,ſome afterthe a6: 
It 15s the Apoſtles chargs I: 
that we ſhould be ſwift tw} 
hear, but heed muſt be ta 
kcn,that we make not mor 
haſte than good ſpeed : we 
may not be {o forward as| 
not to look to our joot when} 


we! 


© 


we go to thettovie of God, 
lt if we. be t00 rcady to 


Ficarc, we offcr the ſacrifice 


f Focles, What are thc 
ct of the ſoul, bur our at- 


"Wcitions 2 If theſe be nor fer 


rien, we may caſily ſtum- 


le, and wrench at Gods 
threſhold, Raſh ations can 
ever hope to proſper ; as 
hcrefore to every great 
Vork, ſo to this, there is a 
ue preparation required z 
nd this muſt be done by 
ncdication firſt, then by 
raycr.Our meditation firſt, 
icqucſters the heart from 


1e world, and ſhakes off 


noſe diſtrative thoughts, 


J''hich may carry us away 


Irom theſe better things : 
Icr what room 1s. there for 
FGod, whcre the World 


Fath cakcnuptbe louging? 


Wee 
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wee canuet ſerye God ani 
| Manimen. Then ſecondly, 
it ſeizes upon the heart fer 
Ged, fixing our thoughsW!" 
po: the great buſineſlc win 
ge abcur 3 recalling this 
vrcatnefle of that Majeſty 
into whole preſence we cn-ſc0 
tcr, and the maine 1mpor- ol 
tance of the ſ{crvice we arcYan 
undertaking 5 and exami$0! 
ning our intentions where! 
with we addrefle our felvo 
to the work intended ; IJ!" 
am now going to Gcd 
Houſe ; W hercfore doc!ſſth: 
gocthithcr ? 1s it to ſee, {cc 
tobe ſcen? Is it to ſari} 
my owne curioſity in hear 
ing what the Preacher wilÞc 
ſay 2? Is it to ſaticfie the law Þt 1 
that requires my preſence Þre 
Is itto pleaſe others cyes,01Þ"a 
to avoid their ccnſurcs 2 It 
it 


preſſe into the pretence of | 
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ittor faſhion?ls it tor recre- 
ation?Or 15 1t with a "os _ 
delire to do my ſonl good, 
ingaining more knowledee, 
in quickning my affections? 
[sititia defire to approve 
my lelte to my God, 1n the 
conſcience of* my humble 
obcdicnce to his comunend, 
and my holy attendance up- 
on his Ordinance > And 
where we find our cnds a- 
miſle, chiding and reetiſy- 
ing our obliquirics z where 
juit and right, proſecuting 
them towards a turther PCr- 
icon. 

Which rhat it may bee 
Fione, our meditation mult 


be ſeconded by our prayers. 
tis an unholy rudencile to; 


hat God whom wee have 
not invoked : Our prayer 
E mnt | 


— 
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| 


Þ 


| reachable, and his ordinand 


b. 


mult bee, that God would 


yet more prepare us for the! 


work, and ſanCtifhe us to it, 


and blcfle us in it ; that hf 


would remove our finncs 
that he would ſend dow: 
his Spirit into our heart, 
which may inableus to thi 
grcat {crvicc;that he would 
blcſſe the Preacher in the 
dclivcry of his ſacred mel 
ſ{agc,that he would be plex 
ſcd to dire&t his Mcſlenger 
tongue tothe meeting wit 
our neccſhities 3 that he 
would free our hearts fron 
all prejudices and diſtrath 
ons ; that he would keep 
all remptations,whichmigh 
hinder the good entertain 
ment, and ſucceſſe of hi 
bleſſed Word : Finally,tha 


hee would make us trucl 


thi 
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che power of God to our 
lalvation. 
In the at of hearing,De- 


Mvotion cals us to Reve, ence, 


Atteatiwon, Applicaticn.Rete- 
reace to that great God, 
who {peaxs to us, by the 
mouth of a weak man; for, 
in what is ſpoken from 
Gods Chair, agreeable to 
the Scriptures, the found 1s 
mans, the ſubſtance of the 
meſſage is Golds ; Even an 
Elon, when hehears of a 
meſſage from God , riferh 
out of his ſeat. It was not 


St. Pauls condition only,but 


of all his fairhfull ſervants, 
Oo whom he hath commit- 
ed the word of reconcilia- 
tion 3 They are Ambaſſ adors 
'or Chriſt ; as if God &1d ter 
ſeech us &y them, they pray 11 
in Chriſts ſtead to be recunc:- 

&® $2 led 


— 
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led toGad : The A Ambaſſe 
15 not the bearcrs.,, but thr 
Kings ; and it wedo notac 
knowledge the great Kin 
ot heaven in the voice of thi 
Goſpel, we cannot but incu 
a contempt. 

When therefore wee tc 
Gods mlcnger in his pul: 
Pit, our cyc | lookes ar hin 
as it it {aid with Corzelir, 


Ats10.33» we ave «ll here preſent Lefui on 


God to heave all things thay 
are commanded thee of God ot 
| WCNCC cannot bur followſ#a; 
'rogether with an awſul dia 
PO irion of mind, a reverenſtha 
| ceportment of the bod; Wc: 
| which admits nor a wild on 
roving eye,a drouzy head 
| chatting rongue, a rude a 
| indecent poflure ; bur con 
' poſes ir felf to ſuch a fireſo 
' may befit.a pious ſonl in | 
relig! 


— 
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DA 


religious an inploimunt. | 
Nuther do we come as au- 
:orized Judges to fit upon 
the Preacher,but as humble 
Diiciples to (it at his feet, 


SEET, AXIV. 


Everence Canticte bur 
draw on Attention;VVe | 
nced not be bidden to hang | 
on the lips of him whom 
we honour. Iris the charge | 


' 


of the Spirit, Let him that , 


' 


-| 


| 


mat have an car, cvcry one | 
heareth not ; The {oul hath | 
n car as well as the bodyzit | 
voth theſe cares doe not | 
meer rogerhor 1n one act, | 
there 15 no hcaring : Cont | 
mon experience tels us that | 
when the minde is orÞcr- 
E 2 wile, 


Fam... 


.—- ——_—_ 
o Prat 4 


E 
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wite takenup, we doc no fl! 
more hear what a man ſays, N10 
than 1t we had been deat,or 

he filent, Hence is that firſt 
requeſt of Atrgazl to Dau, Nc 
Let thize handmaid ſpeak toll © 
thine eares,aud hear the words Nl 8 
of thize handmaid;and Job {o | 19 
importunately urgeth his || 
triends, Hear dzl:ygently my | V 
ſpeech and my declaration dr 
with your ears. The outward cl 
car may be open,and the in-|| 1 
ward ſhut ; if way benot Þ *! 
maJe through borh, we are, ||| c 
deaf ro fpirituall things, | - 
M.ne car ha;t thou boared, or 

winged, {ſaith the Pſalmiſt;| 

the vulgar reads it, my ears | N 
haſt thca perſitted:Surcly our 

ears are grown up with || 
fleſh ; there is no paſſave £th 
tcr a pcrft hearing of the 


voice of God, till hee have | 
mace; 
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0 | made ir by a {piricuall per- 
« [| toration, 

xr #| And now that the car 1s 
& made capable of good 
{|| counſel, 1r doth as gladly 
to] recerve it; taking in every 


$$ good leflon, and longing 
ol tor tne next : Like unto the 
5 dry and chopped carth, 
which ſoaks in every ſilver 
a drop, that fals from the | 
4 clouds, and thirſt:th for 

. || more; nor ſuffering any of | 
{|} char precious liquor to fall , 
b beſide lt. | 


g SECT, XXV. 


NEither doth the devour | 
man care to fatizhe his 
curiofity , as hearing only 
that hee might hcar ; but 
redudts all rhings to a ſa- 
F1ing uſe; bringing all hee 
E 4 hears, 


8 


— —— 7 
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hears, nometo his heart, by Þ; 
« (clt-rctlcSting application; 11 
like a practiicr of the art|; 
of memory , rcterring eve-}!j 
ry thing ro 1ts propcr place ;ſſ| 
It itbe matter of comtort, I 1 
There is for my fick-bed, Þ {c 
Thcre is for my outward Þþ in 
lofts, There tor my droop- ff; 
ing undcr atHlictions, There Þ dc 
for the ſenſe of my ſpiritual Ny 
deſcrtions ; If matter of do- Þ xr 
| &rine, Thcre 1s for my ſet- cr 
clement in ſuch a truth, oc 
Thcre for the conviction of N;; 
fuch an crror, Thcre for my Yby 
elrc1o0n in luch a practi-e; War 
jon matter of reproot , be ica 
(doch not point ar his nctgh-| th 
| bour , but deeply chargcth Wie 


{ him{clf; This mcers with my fk 
' dead-hcarrednels and ſecu- Yor: 


; rity, T is with my worldly- Bon 
jmindednefle, This with 
my 


— - —— 
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[liſh pride of hcarr, 
= with my hypocritic , This 
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IO1l 


my iclt- love and Hatecry ot 


minc owne cftate, This with 
Imy uncharitable ccnſort- 
[ uſncfle, This wich my too- 
1 ts 


with my neglcct of Gods 


crvices,and my Ul ty; Thus 
inall the variety oi the holy 


_— 


paſſages of the Sermonzrie | 


lvoe minde 1s taken up 


4 


witndigeſtingwha 2 1t hears; | 


and working 1 it {clit to a (c- 
cret 1Mprovement of all thc 
200d countcll that is dcli- 
cred, nctther.1s cver. MOre 
buſic, than when it fits Oil 
at tne fect of Chriſt. 1 
cannot thcretore approve 
the practice ( which yet I 
ſee commonly received) of 


thoſe,who think it no ſmall | 


argument of their Decvoit 


SITES 


ky 


\ 


= on, to {pend t their time Go \ 
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hearing, in writing lar: 
| notes | trom thc mouth 
the Preacher ; which, how- 
evcr it may be an hclp tor 


memory in the future, ya 


preſent edification 5 ncither! 
can the braine get {© much. 
hereby, as the heart loſerh, 
If it be ſaid, that by t:.i| 
MCan,an Opportui nity 15 gt 
vcn for a full rumination 
vhollome DoEtrincs attcr- 
wards : I yeeld it, but witt| 
all.I mult ſaythar our attcr- 
thougchtrs can never doe thi 
| wcerk lo ci ctually,as when 
the lively voice {ſounds in 
our cars,and bears UPON OvT 
| hcart but herein I ſubmit 
| my op inion to better judge 
| mM nee. 


SECT, 


cannot ( asI conceive ) but! 
be fomc prejudice to our! 
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SECT, XXVI, 


He {ood rhar is received 

into the foul by the car, 
isafterwards chewed in the 
mouth rthereot by micmory, 
concocted in the ſtomack 
by meditation, and diſpcr- 
ſed into the parts by conte- 
rence and practiſe ; True 
Devotion findcs the grea- 
iſt part of the work be- 
hinde; It was a juſt anſwer 
that Ih 27 Gerſon reports, g1- 
ven by a Frenchman , who 
bcing a:kr by one of his 
neighbours it the Sermon 
were done 3 no {aith he, it 1+ 
{aid, but it is not done, nci- 
ther will be, I fcar, in haſt. 
Vhat are we the bertcr it 


Serm. ad 


IEccic!,cau- 
Itclam, 


If we be {ſuch auditors as 


We hear and remcemocr not: | 


tic 


———— 
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the Jews Were Wont to call 
feves, that retaine no moi- 
{ture that is pourcd ito 
them 2? What the berter it 
we remember,bur think nor 
{crioully of what we hear ; 
or it we practice not care- 
fully what we think of?Not 
that which we hcar 1s our 
own, but that which we 
carry away : although all 
mcemorics are not "alike, |} 
one reccives more cafily, a- 
nother retains longer ; Iris 
not for every one to hope 


to attain to that ability,rhat 


he can g0C away with the 
whole ftabrick of a Sermon, 
and readily recount. it unto! 
others ; neither doth God 
require that of any man, 
which he hath not given 
himzOurdefires and endea- 
vours may not be wanting 

where 


—_— 


_—— Ct. ——_—_—_—_ 
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whcre our powers taile ; Ir 
[will bee enough for weak 
\McMories, it they can ſo 
'lay up thoſe wholſorac 
counſcils which they re- 
ccive, as that they may fetch 
them forth when they have 
occaſion touſe themz& thar 
what thcy want in the ex- 
rent of memory,they ſupply 
inthe care of their practice; 
'Indeed that is it, wherein 
lies the lite of all religious 
duties, and without which 
they are but idle formatli- 
ties 3 that which the Philo- 
lophcr ſaid of all vere, 1 
| muſt ſay of true godlineſle, 
| [that it conſiſts in action ; 
Our Saviour did not fay, 
\Bleſſ ed are ye if youknow theſe 
things 3 But, If ye know theſe 
things, Leſſed are ye if ye doe 
them. The end of our deſire] 

Of 


i 
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of the ſincere milk of the! 
Goſpcl,is,that we may grow 
therely in the ſtature ot all 
Gracc, uito the fulneſſe of 
God. 


 — 


— 


SECT, XXVII. 
! He higheſt of all Gods 


{crvices arc his Sacra- 
ments ; which therefore re- 
quire the moſt eminent atts 
of our Devotion. The Sa- 
crament of initiation,which 
in the firſt planting of a 
Church is adminiſtred only| 
to thoſe of ripcr age and 
underſtanding , cals for all 
poſſible reverence, and rcli- 
ious addreflcs of the recci- 


| vers ; whercin the Primr 


tive times were punctually 
obſervant, both for ſub- 
ſtance, and ceremony z now.| 


in | 


gms gn Go A oo © = A 


— — —— 
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na told and pcrpctuared 
Church, in which the vcr- 
tue of the Covenant dc- 
ſ{cends fiom the parent to 
the child, there ſeems to be 
ro uſe of cur preparatory 
circ&tons : Only, ir is fit 
that our D-vortion theuld 
all our cycs back, to what 
we have done in our infan- 
cy,and whcrcto we are ever 
cbliged 3 that our full agc 
ay carctully endeavour ro 
make our word good, and 
may put us in minde of our 
{intull failings, Thar other 
Sacrament of our ſpirituall 
rouriſhment,which our Sa- 
viour ( as his farewell ) letr 
us for a bleficed memorial! 
of his death and paſſion,can 
never be celebrated with 
cnough Devotion, Farre 


be it from us to come to thts 
feaſt 


Zach, 3. 
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tcaſt of our God, in vur 
common garments; the ſoul 


hng— 
— = 


mult be trimmed up, it we F|Þ 

would be mect gueſts forthe |!: 

Almighty. The great Ma-'J|!! 

{ter ot the feaſt will neither | | 

abide us to come naked,nor'Þ]|p 

iliclad : Away thercforc, |} i 

firſt with the old beaſtly || c! 

ragges of our wontcd cor-\{ at 

ruptions; Duc examination |} 11 

comes in firſt, and through-|Þ| p 
ly ſearches the ſoul, and!Fft 
finds our all the ſecret nalti- || at 
neſle , and defilements that | m 
it hides within it ;. and by} w 

the aid of truce penitence, ||| rc 
ſtrips it of all rhoſe loath-|F lc 
ſome clouts, wherewith it\ tl 
| was pollured ; Sin may rot] u1 
bee cloathed upon vaith [ly 

| 

grace; Jolhuah's filthy gar-| ta 
ments muſt bce pluckt of, n 
exc hee can be capable ol | el 
prc- | is 


_— 
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11 Y{ precious robes : Here may 
ee Fveno place for our ſintull 
ie (!f\ts, for our covetous de- 
|| ires,for our naturall infide- 
|] lity, for our malicious pur- 
r | poles, for any of our unhal- 
TJ iowed thoughts ; The foul 
Fclearly deveſted of theſe 
$]and all other known cor- 
n ||| ruprions, muſt in the next 
| 


I Ir — 


place in ſtead thereof > be 
furniſhed with fuch graces 
and holy predifpolitions, as 


t| may fit it {or ſo heavenly a 
v || work. Amonglt the graces 


lengeth the firſt place, as 
that which is Loth mott 
t|cminent,and moſt neccflari- 
1 ly preſuppoled to the proft- 
- | table reccir of this Sacra- 

\ment;for whereas the main | 
end of this blefled banquet | 
he ſtzcngtbening of our | 
| - faith, 


. _— Faith juſtly chal- 
| 


— 
p_—_— 
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faith , how ſhould that re- 
ccive {trength, which hath 
not being ? to deliver rhelc 
{acred viands to an unbelet- 
ver, is to put meat into the 
mouth of a dead man:Now 
thcretore mult the heart 


raiſe up it {clte to new adts 
of bclceving , and muſt lay 
taſter hold on Chriſt, and 
bring him cloſes to the 
ſoul ; more ſtrongly apply-| 
ing toits ſelf, the infinite mc-| 
rits of his moſt pertett obc- 


and paſhon; and crefting it 
{elf to a dehire and expctta- 
tion of a More vigorous and 
lively apprehenſion of it: 
omnipotent Redeemer. Net- 
ther can this faith be cithe 
dead, or ſolitary; but is (till 
really operative, and attetr 


elpc- 


dience,8& of his bitter death|fj 


o 
ta 
m: 
(Gi 
KN 
{o 
#c1 


11 


ded(as with othergraccs,l0)|fÞ| 0 


I 


I 


2) cor in this plea, that ye can- 
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eſpecially with a (crious re- 
pentance;z whole wonder- 
tull power 1s, to undoc our 
tormer {ins,and to mold the | 
heart and life to a better 

obcdience: A grace ſo ne- | 
ceſlary, that the want of it 
(aS1n extream corruption 
of the ſtomack ) turucs the 
wholſome food of the ſoul 


cates his owne judgement : 


{crtable, but to cat in fuch 


into poiſon; An impenitent 
man therefore comming to 
Gods Board, is ſo far from | 
benefiting himſelf,as that he 


Stand off from this holy 
table, all yce thar have not 
made your peace with your 
God ; or that harvour any 
knowne finne in your bo- 
ſomc; not to cat 15 uncom- 


1 ſtate is deadly ; yer reſt | 


nor 
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not come becaulc yec are 
unreconciled ; but ( as yec 
love your fouls) be recon- 
ciled that you may come, 
Another Grace neccſlari- 
ly pre-required 15charity to 
our brerhren,and readincſle 
to forgive ; For thus is a 
communion, as with Chriſt 
the head, fo with all the 
membcrs of his myſtical 
body: T his is the truc Lovc-|F|7 
teaſt of God onr Saviour, || / 
wherein wee profeſle our|ſ}:! 
ſelves infeparably united]: 
both to him and his ; It!Þ} -/ 
there be more hearts thanllf} c 
one art Gods Table, he will! 
not own them ; Thefe holy|F t! 
elements give us an Em-| 
bleme of our ſclves : This|Ff r: 
bread is madc up of many ||| 


grains, mcoryorated into | |N 
one maſle ; and this wine| it 


I 
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iSthe confluent juice of ma- 
ny cluſters ; neither doe we 
partake of ſeverall loaves, 
or variety of liquers,bur all 
cat of one bread, and drink 
of one cup. Here is thenno 
place for rancour and ma- 
lice z none for ſecret grudg- 
ings and heart-burnings 3 
Therefore, if thou bring thy 
g1/t to the Altar, and there 
remembreſt that thy Lrother 
bath eurht againſi the, Leate 
there thy gift, aud go thy way; 
firſt bee recoxciled to thy Er0- 
ther, axd them come and offer 
thy ett. 

| "Neither may wedoe, as 
thoſe rwo emulous Com- 
;mandcrs of Greece did, who 
relolved to leave their 
(pighr behind them at 
Mount Athos, and ro take 
itup again in their returne; 
here 


————— 


ti 
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mm 
hcre muſt bee an abſolute, 
ard frce acquitting of all 
the back-reckonings of our 
urkindnefle, that we maz 


q 


B= Ks 


receive the God of peaceÞ® 
into a cleare boſome, d 
0 

" PEIBIBGE —; 
SECT, XXVIN, | 

« 

BEfides theſe graces thereſſ 1 
areccrtaine holy predi{-|t 
poſitions ſo neceſlary that's 
without them our ſouls t- 
can never hope to receiveſÞþ 1 
true comfort in this bleſſed} 5 


Sacrament ; whercof the 
firſt is an hungring and" 
thirſting deſire after thelc r 
gracious means of our {al fr 
vation : What good wilf 
our meat doe us without ai ſt 
appetite? Surely without it, | 
[there is no expeRation ol | 

either 
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cither relith, or digeſt:o ; 
as thercfcre thoſe that ar 
invited to ſome great icait, 
carc fhrit to {ecd thur hun- 
gr ere they teed their bo- 
ly; labouring by excrciſe to 
get a {tomach,ere they em- 
ploy it ; ſo it concerns us to 
|do here: and, as thoſe that 
[arc liftleſſe, and weak ito- 
| mached, are wont to whet 


-{thcir appetite wich ſharp 


lawces z ſo muſt wee by the 
tart applications of the law, 
[quicken our deſires of our 
Saviour here cxhibited. 
Could wee but ſce our 
ins, and our miſerics by 
fin 5 Could wee ſce God 
frowning , and hcll gaping 
\wide to {wallow us, wee 
ſhould not nced to bee bid- 
den to long for our delive- 


| rer; and every pledge of his 


favour 


— 


ny 
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favour would be precious 
to Us. 

Upon the apprehenſion] 
of out need oft a Saviour 
and ſo happy a ſupply ther: 
of preſented unto us, muſ 
necds follow a renewed ad 
of true thankfulnes of hear: 
to our go00d God, that hatl 
both given us his dear Son 
to work our redemption,& 
his bleſſed Sacrament to 
{cal upuntous our redemp- 
tion thus wrought and pur 
chaſed;And with ſouls thu 
thankfully elevated unto 
God, we aproach with al 
reverence, to that heaven]; 
Table, where God is bot 
the Feaſt-maſter and the 
Feaſt, What intention 
holy choughts,what fervourſſ-7 
of ſpirit, what depth of De 
votion muſt we now find in: 
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our {clves > Doubtlcſlc, our | 
of heaven no object can bel 
lv worthy to take up our 
ncarts, VV hata clcar rcprc- 
lentation is here of the great 
work of our Rede mprion ? 


inc; My {ins ng man 
that] am ) help ed tis to 


. 'o r the d: {chars 2 of 1 TV {1 ns 


How 1 1s my Saviour by all 
my ſcnſcs here bevaghe 
__ to my foul ? How is 
his paſſion liv ely actcd be- 
fore mine cycs ? For lo, my 
bodily eye doth not more 
rucly {ce bread and wine, 
than the cye of my faith {ves 
the body and blond of my 
dear Redectuer 5 Thus was 
his ſacred body torn and 
oroken 5 Thus was his pre- 
CLIOUS blondp oured out tor 


| 


rucific my Saviour z and 


would ke be #1 1 crucified ; 
'K Wonkos 


17 
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Neither did hee only give 
| himlclfe for me, upon the 
Crofle,but lo,ke bot offcr; 
and gives Eim{clt to me in 
this his bleficd inſtitution; 
what had his gencrall gilt 
bon without this appiica- 
ticn? Now my Fand cor 
nor incre ſenſibly take, nor 
my mcurh more really cate 
this bread, than. my fſoule 
' doth ſpiritually reccave, and 
' feed on the bread of lite; © 
| Saviovr, thou art the living 
| Lread that came dome from 
' heaven; Thy fleſh 1s meat 
 inceed , and thy bloud i: 
' Crink indeed : Oh that I| 
| may ſo cate of this bread, 
' that] may live for ever. He| 
' that conmecth to thee, ſhall| 
never hunger 3 he that be- 
| leevcth in thee, ſhall never 
' thirſt ; Oh thatI couls rev 


lo 
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ſo hunger, and ſo thirſt for 
tee, that my ſoul could be 
>|[{tor ever ſatisficd with thee; 
n||Thy people of old, were fed 
0} wich Manna in the wilder- 
{tf acſſe, yet they dyed; that 
-\[tood of Angels could not 
Ui llkecp them from pcriſhing; 
OrſWbut oh , for the hidden 
i} Manna, which giveth life to 
!c\che world , even thy bleſ- 
nd|Wſed ſelf, give me ever of 
Olffthis bread, and my ſoule 
ng thall not dye but live : Oh 
Mm |Fthe precious juice of the 
cat|Wiruit of the Vine , where- 
FEwich thou retrcſhcſt my 
t 1oul! Is this the bloud of the 
ad Norape >Is it nor rather thy 
HeBblond of the New Teſta- 
all] nent, that is puurcd our for 
be-Yne > Theu ſpcakeR,O Sa- 


verli.our, of new wine that 


| 


eNf:hou wouideſt drink with | 
0 F 2 wy 


m— 


— 
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thy Diſciples, 1n thy Fa- 
thers Kindome, cau tiure 
be any more precious and. 
pleaſant, than this, where-| 
with thou checreſt the be-, 
lceving foule > our palate 
1s now dull and carthly,! 
which ſhall then be &x- 
quifite and ccleſtiall z but 


thou bid mc, O Sayioiur, do 


ſurely , no liquor can be of, 
| cquall price or ſoveraignty 
with thy bloud 5 Oh how 
| unſavory arc all carthly dc 
licacics to this heavcily 
draught! O God, let nit 
the ſweet taſte of this fpiri- 
tall Near cvcr goe Out 
of the movth of my ſou]; 
Ler the «6{cortable wormtt: 
of this blefles Cor:jall eva 
| work upon my fog , evo 
mil, and in, the laſt moment 
of my diflc'i tion, Def 


this 


- $9 — - _  — 
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this in remembrance of 
thee 2 Oh, how can I tor- 
zet thee?How can I enough 
.clebrare thee tor this thy 
unſpeakable mercy > Can 
I ſce thee thus crucified be- 
tore my cycs, and for my 
lake thus crucified, and not 
remember thee > Can 1 


thy death, and thy death 
meritoriouſly expiating all 
theſe my grievous ſins, and 
not remember thee > Can 
[ hear thee freely offering 
thy ſelfe to me, and feele 
thee graciouſly conveigh- 
ing thy ſelf into my ſoul, 
and not remember thee ? 
| doe remember thee O 
Saviour 3 but oh that 1 


- 


remember thee 3 with all 


ind my fins acceſſary to this | 


could yer more effeftually | 


| 
the paſſionate affc&ions: of | 
F 3 a « 
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a ſoul fick of thy love; with 
at zCalous dclircs ro glo- 
rife thee, with all fervent 
longings aftcr thee, and thy 


in thy ſufcrings Oh doe 
thou remember me in thy 
clory. 


— 


SECT, XXIX, 


- Aving thus buſted it. 

ſelf with holy thoughts 
tion.the devout ſoul breaks, 
not off in an abrupt unman-| 
recrlinefle , without raking | 
Icave of the great maſter of ; 


| blefſerh God for ſo ereat a 
mercy,and hearrily re{olves 
and delircs to walk worthy | 
of the Lord Jeſus, whom it 

hath 


. - _——— —— - 


| 


' 


ſalvation ; 1 remember thce : 


in the time of the celebra- 


this heavenly teaſtzbut with | | 
[a {ecret adoration, humbly | | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
' 


ze Fi i—_ — 
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hath received, and to conle- 
crate it felte wholly to the 
{crvice of him that hath ſo 
dearly bought it, and hath 
civen it thele pledges ot its 
«crnall union with him. 
The Devout Soul hath 
[thus ſupt in heaven, and 
returns home, yet the work 
is not thus done : after the 
clements are out of eye and 


tion of this celcſtiall food, 
by holy meditation 3 and 
10w it thinks, Oh what a 
blefing have I received ro 


g Bday! no lefle than my Lord 
Mt © [cfus, with all his merits; 


and in and with him.,the afl- 


(hall ! 


a | Fall my ſins, and everlaſting 

es | Flalvation:How happy am 1, 

y | JifI benot wanting to God | 

it | | & my {lf How unworthy | 
| 


F 4 


uſe, thcre remains a dige- | 


lurance of the remiſſion of | 


The Devout Soul. | 


ſhall I be, 1t I doc not ſtrive 
to anfiver this love of my 
God and Saviour, in all 
hearty affc&ion, and in all 
holy okcdicnce ? | 
And now aftcr this hca- 
venly repaſt, how do I tec! 
my fſcli> what ſtrength, 
what advantage hath my f 
faith gotten 2 how much am | 
I nearer to heaven than be- F' 
tore? how much faſter hold. 
have I taken of my bleſled 
Redeemerzhow much more 
| firm and fenfible is my in- 
tcreſt in him ? | 
| Neitherarethcſethoughts, 
and this examination thc 

work of the next inſtant 
oncly, but they are ſuch, as: 
muſt dwell upon the heart; 
and muſt often ſolicite our 
| memory, and excite our. 
practiſe, that by this means 
we. 


| n4 


— 


Fijtion, 
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we may trequently renew 
the cfhcacy of this bleſſed 
\Sacrameit , and our ſouls 
\may batren more and 
more ,, with this ſpiritu- 
all nouriſiment, and may 
be ted up to ctcrnall lite, 


SEQST, XXL 


Hee are the gencra- 
z litics of our Dcevo- 
which are of com- 
mon ule to all Chriſtians; 
There are beſides rho 
ccrtaine ſpecialtics of it, 
appliable to ſevcrall occa- 
tions, times, places, pcr- 
{ons ; For chcre are morn- 
ing, and evening Devoti- 
ons 3 Devotions propcr to 
our board, to our clo{cr, to 
[our bed,;to Gcds day,to ou! 
F 5 


Own; 
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| ro leverall callings, to recre- 


own to hcalth, to {1cknele, 
= 
ations; to the way, to the 
field, to the Church. t2 our 
homexro the ſtudear, to the 
touldicr, to the Magitltrate, 
to the Miniſtcr, to rhe hul- 
band, wife, child, ſcrvant ; 
to Our Owne perſons, to Our 
farniiies 3 The ſevcral:ics 
whereoft, as they are ſcarce 
finircetor number, ſo arc 
mot fit to to be lctt to the 
judgement, and holy mana- 
ging of everyChriſtianznet- 
15 1t to be 1magined, that a- 


| ny ſoul which is taught of 
| Gog,and hath any acquain- | 
tarice with heaven, can be 
| ro {eck inthe particular ap- 
' plication of common rules 
to his own neceſſity or cx-! 
pedience, 


| Thercſult of all is, 
| A 


The Devout Soul. 


127 


A devour man 1s he that 
ever lecs the inviſible, and 
evcr tremblcth before that 
God he ſces; that walks c- 
vcr, here on carth, with the 
God of hcaven ; and till 
adores that Majcity with 
whom he converſes ; That 
confers hourly with the God 
of ſpirits in bis own lan- 
euages yctic,as no familia- 
rity can abate of his aw,r.ot 
tcar abate cugl:r of his love. 
To whom the gates of hea- 
ven are ever open; that he 
may 80 11 at pleaſure to the 
throne of grace, & none of 
te Angelical fpirits can of- 
ter to challenge him of too 


much boldnc{s:W koſe cycs 


are well acquainted with 
thoſe denly guardians, 
the preſence of whom hee 
doth astruly acknowledge, 


Nh 
KS 
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as it they were his {cfiuble 
Companions, He is well 
known of the King of glo- 
ry, tor a daily ſutor in the 
Court of hcaven, and none 
{o welcome rhcrc,as he: He 
accounts all his time loſt 
that falls beſide his God; 
and can be no more weary 
of good thoughts , than o! 
happineſle. 

His boſome is no harbour 
for any knowne evill; and «| 
15 a queſtion wherhcr hce| 
more abhorrcs (in, or hell; 
His carc,1s to enturtainGod 
in a clcar and free heart,and 
therefore he thruſts the 
world out of doors, . and 
humbly befceckes God te 
welcome himſclt to _ his 
owne: He 1s truly dejeted, 
and vile in his owne cycs: 
Nothing but hell is lowct 


than 


rw _—_— —_—_— 


| os) p_ ts ii. 
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than he; every of his 1lips 
are hainous, every treſpaſle 
is ageravatcd to rebellion ; 
The glory and favours of 
God heighten his humilia- 
ton 3 He hath lookt down 
to the bottomlefle deep,and 
{cen with horror what he 
deſerved ta feel everla- 
ſingly 3 His cries have been 
as ſtrong, as his fears jult 3 
and he hath found mercy 
more rcady to rcf{.ue him, 
than he could be importu- 
natC : His hand could not be 
{0 ſoon pur forth as his Sa- 
viours, for dclivcrance, Thc 
ſenſe of this mcrcy hath 
raiſed him to an unſpeak- 
able joy, to a moſt tcrvent 
love of fo dear a Redec- 
mer; that love hath knit 
his heart tc ſo meritorious 
a deliverer, and wrought a 

bleſſed | 


©. w_ ad 
= 
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bleſſed union betwixt God! 
and his ſoul. That union; 
can no more be ſevered 
trom an inlinite dclight, 
than that delight can bee 
{eyered from an humble, & 
checrfull acquiekcence in his 
munificent God; And now, 
as inan heavenly frecdome;, 
he pours out Is foul into 
the boſome of the Almigh- 
ty, in all faithiul ſures ter 
him{clt and oth: rs;ſo,he cn- 
foyes God in the blethnos 
| received, and returus all 
zcalous prayies to the gi- 
vcr. 
He comes revcrently to; 
the Oracles of God , and 
brings not his eye, but his 
hcart with him; not carelc(- 
ly negi:zgent in ſeeking to 
know the revcaled will of 


his Maker , nor too buſily 


inqu1- 


T he Devout Soul. 


yh 


inquiſitive into his deep 


Ecounſcls;not too remifle in 


theletter, nor too pcremp- 


| tory in the ſenſe : gladly 


comprehending what hee 
may, and admiring what he 


cannot comprehend. Doth 


God call for his car > He 
voes awtully into the holy 
preſence and ſo hears, as if 
he ſhould now hear his laſt: 
Latching every word that 
crops {rom the Preachcrs 
lips,cre it fall tothe ground, 
and laying it up carcfully 


Fwhcrc hee may be ſure to 


Bictch it. Hce fits not to cen- 


Flure, but to learn, ycr ſpecu- 


lation and knowledee 15 the 
lcaft dritt of his labour;No- 
thing is his own but what he 
pratiſcth, Is he invited to 
Gods feaſtzhc hates to come 
in a foul and flovenly _ 

ut 


— 
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but trims up his ſoul, fo, as| 
may be fir for an hcavenly! 
gueſt:Neither doth he leave 
his ſtomach at home cloycc| 
with the world, but brings 
a (harp appctite with him; 
and ſo teeds as it he mcant 
to live for ever, All carthly 
Delicates are untavory to 
him, in rc{peCt of that celc 
ſtiall Manna : Shortly, he {c 
cates and drinks, as one that 
ſees himfſclf fect at Table 
with God, and his Angels; 
and riſes and departs full ot 
his Saviour 3 and in thc 
 ftrength of that meal wal: 
| vigorouſly and cheerfully 
| on towards his glory.Final- 
ly, as he wcll knows that 
he lives,and moves.,and hath 
his being in God, ſo he 1c- 
fers his life, motions, and bc- 


| 


ing wholly to God ; ſo at 


. 
Inc 
5 


— 
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ing all things, asif God did 
them by him , fo uſing all 
things, as one that cnjoyes 
God in them ; and in the 
mcan time ſo walking on 
carth, that he doth in 
a ſort carry his 
heaven with 
him, 
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The Free Priſoner : 


OR, 


The ( omfort of Reſtraint. 


_— 


—— 


cr. vq. 


\ | Hiles you pity my 
NR 2 Affliction, rake 
A NG; nced Icft you ag- 
cravatc it, and in 
vour thoughts make 1t 
orcater than 1t 15 11 my 
own ; It is true, I am under 
r. ftraint 5 Whaers that to a 
ma", hat can ie tree in the 
Tower, and cannot but be a 
priſ9acr abroad ? Such 15 
my condition,and every Di 
vIne 


— 
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| vine Philcſophers with me. 
Were my walks much ſtrai- 
tcr than they are, they can- 
norhold mein; It 1s a bold 
word to ſay, 1 cannct, I wil 
,6t le a priſoner: It 15 my ſeal] 
that is7 : my fleſh is my 
partncr, ( if notmy ſervant) 
not my ſelf : However my 
boty may be immured, that 
avilc ſpirit ſhall flic abroad, 
and vilit beth carth & hea- 
ven at pleaſure. Who ſhall 
hinder it from mounting vp 
(in an inſtant ) ro that ſu- 
premc region cf bliſſe, and 
irom ſccirg that, by the cye 
of {aith, which S. Paul ſaw 
in extaſic; and when it hath 
viewed that blefled Hicra;- 
chy of heaven, to glanc 
down through the inrvmc- 
rable, and urmea{trabic 
globes of ligit(which move 

in! 
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13 the firmament, anct be- 
low it) into this elementary 
worid;and there to compals 
[cas and lands,withour {} thip- 
/Awrack, ina trice, Waich a 
Drake, Or Caverd'ſh cannot 
Bdoc, but with da anger, and 

in ſome years navigation 

And it my thoughts 114k tO 
tay themſelves in the pa{- 
age 3 with what varicty cal 


my ſoul be taken up of 


cyerall objetts ; Here, tur- 


ang im to the dark vaults, 


a ki dungeons of penall re- 
traint , to viſit the diſcon- 
lolatc priſoners,and to ferch 

'rom ther greater milcr y, 4 
uſt mitigation of !:447C 
own 3 here, looking 1n tO 
the houſes of vain jo ity, 
1d pitying that which r'ic 

{-nfaall fool call happineſs; 
cre ſtepping 1n to the 
Courts 


A— 


oo EOoSEoog. A Es, Jo 


140 


The Free Pri riſoner. 


— CC ——+4 4 4 AAAS 


- -I— 


- << CO OO 


| 


f 


| ments , 


thoſe 
aile for ſacred, ard won-ſl|\ 


—_ 


Courts of grcar Princcs, & 
in them ovicrving the taw- 
ning compliances of ſome, 
the trecherous undcrwcr- 
king of others 3 hollow 
fricadihips,taithl [s ingage- 
taire faccs, fmoot| 
tongues, rich ſuits, viewing 
all {ave thcir hcartsand cen- 
ſuring nothing that it ſecs] 
nct ; 'Thcre calling i in at thef 
low cottages of the port, 

and our of their empty cup- 

bord furniſhing ic ſclt with 

thanktuilncfle;Here fo ova 

looking the Courts of Ju-$ſ! 
Ricc, 2s not willing to {cc | 
rISOUr Or wager ity 3 There P 
lifining what they tay infj]* 
meetings w® weuldgſc 


drirg at what it hors ft! 


Thus can ,anc ſhai,ard deth 


wy nimble ſpirit bcitircc it 
{elf 


* ODS —— ———_ > —— 
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1\v- 
me, 
/Cr- 
low 
We 
ot! 
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(clic ina reftlfle light,ma- 
king oncly the Empyrcall 
lcavcn, the bounds of its 
motion z not being more a- 
ble r6 ſtand ſtill, than the 
heavens themſclves, whence 
it deſcended : Should the 
[Iron enter into my ſoul, as 
it did into that good Patri- 


larchs, yet it] cannot fettcr 


me : No more can my ſpirit 
be confined to one place, 
than my body can bee diffu- 
ſed to many. Perhaps therc- 
fore you are miſtaken in 
my conditionsfor what i Sit 


1 beſecch you that makes a 


priſoner ? Is it an allotment 
to the ſame roome wirhcat 
change , without remove ? 
Whar is that ſtill to a mind 

thar is free ? 
And why is my body then 
more a priſcrer than the 
belt 


| 


| _ 


; keep up tor {tate zor dames 


| have we than they > Wee 
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bcſt mans foul; that, you 
know, 15 percmptorily aſ- 
ſigned, for inhabitation to 
this houſe of clay till the 
day of diflolution : Why 
more than the ſtars of hea- 
ven, which have remained 
fixed in their firſt ſtations e- 
ver ſince they were firſt 
created 2 Why more than 
thoſe great perlons which 


for beauty > Why morc 
than thoſe Anachorites 
whom wee have ſcen wil- 
lingly coopt up for merit ? 
How much more ſcope 


a» + © YO Q. ry - A gaEw_-—_ OV ©, cw 


ey wm 
p—_— 


breath frefh aire, we ſee theſÞ[| it 


' ſame heavens with the free-ſſ|t! 
| clt travclicrs, n; 


SECT, 
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Ut we have(you wil ſay) 

bounds for our reſtraint 
which the tree {pirit hates ; 
a5 never being pleaſed, but 
with a tull liberty both of 
proſpett and pallage ; Any 
barre, whether to the toor, 
or to the eyc,is a death : Oh 
rain affcation of wild, and 
roving curiotity ! It their 
deſires cannot be bounded, 
yer their motions mult ; 
When they have the full 
ight of hcaven above them, 
they cannot climbe up into 
it ; they cannot poſſibly ſee 
that whole glorious contig- 
nationzand when the whole 
carth lies open before them, 
they can meaſure but ſome 


G2 they 


— 


[mall PECCES of it. How can | 


]}]|8g 
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' thanthoſe, who never fmclr 


they be quiet till they have 
purchaſed Tycho Brahe his 
proſpective trunk of thirty 
two toot long, wherby they 
may diſcover a better face 
ot heaven; ſome leſter Pla- 
ncts moving round about 
the Sun, and the Moonets a- 
bout Saturn and Jupitcr, & 
the mountairs, {cas and val- 
lies in the Moon 2 How can 
they rcſt ti] havingacquain- 
ted themiclves with the 
conſtellations of our Hcmi-! 
ſphcre they have paſſed the 
Equinodtiall, and ſcen the 
triangle, the croſlc, and the 
clouds, and the rcſt of the 
unknown ſtars that move a- 
bove the other Pole? And 
when all this is done, they 
are but who they were , no 
whit bertcr, no whit wilcr, 
and perhaps tar lefle happy 


The Free Priſoner, 


ve | | any but their own ſmoak ; 
never knew any ſtar, but 
ty ||| | Charls-wayn, the morning 
cy ||| | 'tar,and the ſeven, For mel 


ce} do not envy, but wonder at 
la-!ff |the licentious freedome, 
tiff | which theſe men thinke 


a-| | themſelves happy to enjoy; 
& ||| and hold it a wcaknefle 1a 


CC ——— _— 


al- thoſe minds, which cannot 
an|} | find more advantage and 
in-||| | pleafure in 'confincment, & 
helfl | retirednefle; Is it a ſmall be- 
ni-Þ | nefir,thar 1 am placed there, | 
he | where no cathes , no bla\- 
theſſ | phemies beat my ears ? 
thef] | where, my eyes arc in no pc- 
hell | ri]l of wounding objects , 
 a-fl | where I hear no 1nvettives, 
nd | no falſe doftrines, no fcr- 
cy] | mocinations of Iron-mon- | 


noſſ | gers, Felt-makers, Coblers, 


«rf | rroom-men,Grooms, or a- | 
pyP | ny other of thoſe inſpired | 
cit G 3 19n0- | 
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ignorants z no curſes, no ri- 
baldrics : where I ſce no 
drunken comeſlations, no 
rebellious routs, no violent 
oppreſſions, no obicene rc-| 
joicings,nor ought cl{e that 
might either vex or affright 
| my fout. This, this is my li- 
| bcrty : who whilcs I fit here: 
quictly lockt up by my kee- 
pcr, can pity the turmoils & 
diſtempers abroad,and bleſs 
my own immunity from: 
thoſe roo commonevills, | 


146 


SECT, 1Il, 


[ it the neceſſity, and force! 

of rhe reſtraint;ſince thoſe. 
things which we do volun- 
rarily, arc wont to paſſe 
trom us with delight, which! 
being impoſed ſeem gric-! 
VOUS to us? VV hy ſhould not | 
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[ haie ſo much power over 
my will as to make that 10- 
luntary in me, to undcrgoe, 
which another wills force- 
ably to inflict>che mind that 
is trucly ſubacted ro Grace, 
can fo trarae it felt ro what 
it muſt {uffter, as that it finds 
a kind of contentment in pa- 
ticnce 3 Thus we daily doe 
to the Almighty,whoſe wil, 
by our humble ſubmiſhon, 
wee make Ours ; and prav 
that we may doe ſo : Anc 
who can reſtraine us with- 
out him ? It thez<tore my 
wiſc and holy God thivk it 
beſt ro cage me up, by the 
command of authority (up- 
on what caulc focvcr ) why 
ſhould not I think -this inclo- 


—_—_ 


— 


| 


, 


A ts 6h 


ſure a better liverty : who | 
know there 1s pericct trec- | 


dome ip his obedience > So 
(; 4 


G— 


then / 
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then, it conſtraint make a 

priſoner,] am nonc3who am 

moſt willingly , where my 

God will have me : And, if 
my will did not often carry 
me out of my owne walls at | 
home,why cannot it as well 
confine me to a larger com- | 
paſle of the Tower ? 


SECT, IV, 
JS ir Golitude and Infre-, 
qu 


ence of viſitation 2 This 
may perhaps be troubleſom | 
to a man that knows not to. 
cntertaine himlclfe ; bur, to 


him that can hold continual. 


diſcourle with his owne. 
keart, no favor can be grea-| 
ter 3 For of all other, theſe 
ſelf-contcrences are moſt | 
beneficiall tothe ſou!l;Other | 


| mens communication may | 


by ___ſpend} 
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ſrend the time with more 


advantage of learning , or 
mirth z tur none can yccld 
us fo rnuch ſpiritoall profir, 
as our own foliloquics: And 
when all is done, the Greeks 
faid well; It is not much;,but 
ulctull that makes trucly 
wiſe. Beſides this, wee can 
never have the opportunity 
of ſo good company , as 
when we arealone:Now,uwe 
cnjoy the ſociety of God. 
and his Angels, witch wee 
cannot ſo trecly doc in a 
throng of viſitaats : V\ hen 
God woul expreſſe hi: 
orcateſt intireneſſe with his 
Church, Daucam cam 122 [oli- 
tudinem,laith he: I will £ring 
ber tat? the wilderneſſe , and 
th-re ſpeak cemfortal ly to her. 
\ Ce cannot expett ſo ſwcet 
converſation with God, in 


G 5 _ 


s hm, 
vw 3. 2700 
ive ov398. 
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the preſence of orhers, as a- 
part. Oh rhe divine benefit 
of an holy ſolitarineſle, 
which no worldly heart can 
cither know,or valuc! VW hat 
care I for ſceing of men, 
when I may ſce him thar is 
inviſible > What carclI for 
chatting with fricnds, whcn 
I may ralk familiarly with 


UA, 


the God of heaven 2 What 
care I for entertaining mor- 
tall gueſts, when I may with 
Abraham & his Nephew Lo! 
tcaſt the Angels of God:and 
(which were too grcat a 
word, if God himſelf had 
not ſpaken it) be attendcd 
by them? | 


SSEYT, TT; 


S itthe reproach and ignc- 
miny that commonly at- 


—— 


trend; 
-— > 


— 
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tends rhe very name oft an 
impriſonment? weak minds 
may be affected with every 
thing : but,with ſolid judgc- 
ments , it is not the punith- 
ment, but the cauſe that 
makes cither the Martyr, or 
the malcfaftor. S. Pauls 
bonds were famous:and Pe- 
ir ad Uincula 1s not with- 
out a note of yearly celebri- 
ty : and it were hard, if fo 
many blefled Martyrs, and 
Confcſlors,who have lived, 
and dyed in Jayles, for thc 
truths ſake, ſhould not have 
brought priſons ( ſuch as 
they may be)into ſome crc- 
dit, Shortly , as notorious 
crimes may be ar liberty, {0 
even innocence may be un- 


der reſtraint 3 yet thoſe 
crimes no whit the bertcr, 
nor this innocence thc 
worſe. 


| 


—— 


-- 
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Belides (that which per- 
haps came not within your 
treer thoughts ) every rc- 
ſtraine is not for puniſh- 
ment; there is a reſtraint tor 
ſafety, a ſalua cuſtodia, as 
well as ara, ſuch is this of 
ours : This ſtrong Tower 
{crves not ſo much for our 
priton , as for our defence; 
what norror foever tic 
name may carry in it:l bleſle 
God for theſe wals, out of 
which I know not wherc 
we could (tor the time)have 
been ſate from the rae 
of the mif-incenſcd mult- 
cade : Poor ſeduced ſouls, 
they were taught it was pic- 
to to be cruel;and were mil- | 
pcrſ[waded to hate and con- | 
detain us forthat, ( which] 
ſhould have procured their! 
reverence, and honor ) cven| 
that | 
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hold in Gods Church ; and 
to curle thoſe of us, who 
had deſcrved nothing bur 
their thanks and praycrs:rai- 
ling on our very profeſſion 
in the ſtreets; and rcjoycing 
in our ſuppoſed ruine: Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they 
knew not what they did: 
Here wee wcre out of the 
danger ot this mit-raiſed 
tury, and had leaſure to 
pray for the quenching of 
taoſe wild-fircs of conterti- 
on, and caufcleſte malice, 
which (to our great grict) 
we ſaw wicked incendiarics 
dayly to caſt amongſt Gods 
cear,& wel-minded people. 
Here we have well & hap- 
pily approved with the blef- 
ſed Apoſtle,that (what evcr 


char hol y {tation which wee | 


our reſtraint be ) the wu | 
O 


154 The Pree Priſoner. | 


Non enim 
poteſt mens 
aiirita & 
oneribus & 
limportuni- 
tatibus gra- 
vata, fan- 
[tus boi 
prragere, 
quantum 
\deleflata'em 
loppre(ſioni- 
(bis ſolut a. 
'Cornel. ep. 
2. Rufo Co- 


epi/copte 


of God is not boundz With | 
what liberty, with what 
zeale, with what ſucceſle | 
hath that becn preached by | 
us to all commers?Let them! 
ſay,whether the Tower had | 
ever ſo many, ſuch guelſts,or | 
fuch benedictions 3 fo as if 
the place have rendred us| 
ſafe, wee have endeavourcd | 
to make it happy 3 Whcrce- 
in our performances have 
{cemed to confute that 
which Cor aelins Biihop of 
Reme long {ince obſcrved, 
that the minde laden with 
heavy burders of aMidtion, 
is not able to doe that ſcr- 
vice, which it can doe when 


itis free and atcaſe $ Our 
troubles throughGods mer- 
cy made us more aftive,and 
our labours more cfcCtuall, 


SECT. 


| 


— 
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SECT, YI, 
A DÞde unto theſe (if you 


pleaſe) the eminent dig- 
nity of the placc, ſuch as 15 
able rogive a kind of honor 
to captivity, the ancient ſcat 
of Kings,choſen by them, as 


their Royall Perſons, fo for 
their Treaſury,theirWard- 
robe, their Magazine 3 all 
theſcpfecious things ave un- 
der the ſame cuſtody with 
our {clves 3 ſent hither, not 
as to priſon, bur a repoſito- 
ric; and why ſhould wee 
thinke our fclvcs in any 0- 
ther condition? How many 
worthy inhabitants make 
choice to fixe their abode 
within theſe walls, as not 
knowing where to bce hap- 


picr > 


tor the ſafe refhdence of 
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| picr 2 the place is the lame! 
ro uS,it our will may he the | 
{ame with theirs;taey dear- 
ly purchaic that, which colt 
us nothing bur our tees z no- | 
thing makes the difference, 
but the meer conceit of Li- 
berty, which , whilcs 1 can 
give to my ſelf, in my 
thoughts, why am I piricd| 
as miſcrable, - while rhcir| 
happincle is applauded > | 
You ice then, how (recl| 
amin that which you mil-| 
call my priſon;ſce now,how 
little cauſe I have to aftect 
this liberty,which you ima- 
inc mee to want 3 lince 1 
Niall be, I can be no other 
than a Priſoner abroad: 


| Thcre is much diffcrence of 


Priſons; One is raight and 
cloſe lockcd, fo farre from 


admitting viſitants, that i: 
ſcarce | 


$]is my body but my priſon in 
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[carce allowes the Sunne tO 
look in as thoſe crofſe-bar- 
red gratcs ; another,is more 
large and fpacious,yeelding 
both Walkes and acccllc; 
Even after my diſcharge 
trom theſe Walls, I ſhall be 
yet ſure to bee a Priſoner, 
oth theſe wayes;For,whar 


the one? and what 1s the 


Jother kind > 


world, but my priſon in the 


SECT, VII, 

PO begin with the for- 

mer, never was there a 
more cloſe priſoner than 
my ſoul is for the time to 
my body z Cloſe in rcf pet 
of the eſſence of that ſpirit, 
which ſince its firſt Mittt- 


this ſtrait room ; never can 


mus, never ſtirr'd our from | 
doc, 
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doezrill my Gaole-delivery, 

If you reſpect the im- 
provement of the operatt- 
ons of that buſie foul,ir 15 a- 
ny where, it is ſucceſſively, 
every where z no Place cai 
hold it,none can limir it;but 
it you regard the immorral, 
and immatcriall ſubſtance 
of it, it is faſt lockt up with- 
in theſe walls of clay, till 
the day of my changing 
come; even as the cloſeſt 
Captive may write letters 
to his remoteſt friends, 
whileſt his perſon is in du- 
rance; I have too muchrea- 
lon to acknowledge my na- 
tive Jayle, and fecl the trix 
Symptoms of it to my pain; 
what darkneſle of fortow 
have I here found>whar lit- 


tle-cale of mclancholicke! 


f 
{ 


lodgings > what manaclcs | | 


and 


_ — 


f . . * 
Jihe cals us out of this priſon 


and ſhackles of cramps? yea 
what racks of torturing 
convulitons ? q! 

And it there bee others, 
hat find lefſe miſery in their 
priſon, yet there is no good 
ſoul, but findes equall rc- 
traint : Thar ſpirituall ſab- 
ſtance, which is impriſoned 
within us, would taine bee 
flying up to that heaven 
whence it deſcended ; theſe 
walls of fleſh forbid that e- 
volation, (as Socrates cal'd 
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it of old) and will nor let it 
our, till the God of ſpirits 
( who placed it there) hall 
unlock the doores and free 
the priſcner by death ; He 
that infuſed lite into Laza- 
7us, that he might call him 
[rom thepriſon of the grave, | 
muſt takelife from us,when | 


of 
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of flcth ; I deſire to Le looſed, 
and to te with Chriſt, ( ſaitl 
cheApoſtle)as ſome verſions 
cxpreſſe ir; whiles we arc 
chained ro this fleſh, we can 
have no paſlage to heaven, 
no free converſation with 
our Saviour ; Although it 
was he ſingular privilege 
of that great Doctor ot ti 
Gentilcs,that he was in hea- 
ven before his diſſolution : 
whether in rhe body,or out 
of the body, he knew not: 
How far that rapture cxten- 
ded, whether to both ſoule 
and body, it he knew not, 


| how ſhould wc?But this we 
know, that ſuch extalte and 


viſtion was in him, without 
{cparation of the {oul from 
the body 3 which another 
ſhould hope tor in vaine: 
And for him, fo he ſaw this, 


elory 
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zlory of Paradice, that ec 
could nor yer enjoy Ut : Bc- 
forc hezor wezcan ve bluylcad 
with the truition of Chrut, | 
we mult be looſed , rhar is, 
irccd from our clog, & our 
kainc of this mortall body. 
\V hat but our priſon wals 
can {.indcr us here, from a 
ree proſpect > Whar bur 
theſe wals of ficth can hin- 
dr me froma clcare viſion 
of God ? I muſt now,for the 
time, ſeeas I may : Nothing 
can enter into my ſoule, but 
what paſſes through my 
lenſes, & partakes, in ſomc 
ſort , of their carthlineſle ; 


when I am freed from 


'them,lI ſhal ſce as I am ſeen; 
in an abſtracted& heavenly 
way ; ſoas one girit appre- 
hcunds another : I doe now, 
atthe beſt,ſce thoſe ſpiritu- 


— 
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all objects darkly , by the 
cye of faith, as ina glaſle; 
and that not one of the clea- 
rcſt neither: (Alas,what dim 
repreſentations are theſe, 
that I can artaine to here, of 
that Majcity , whoſe fight 
ſhalmake me bleſſed?)I (hal 


face;the face of my glorihed 
foul ſhal ſce the face of that 
all-glorious Deity, and in 
{ that {1ght be cternally hap- 
Py 3 It 1s enough for a prifo- 
ner in this dungeon of clay, 
to know of,and fore-cxpctt, 
ſuch felicity, whereof theſc 
earthly gieves render him'as 
yctuncapable. 


SECT, VIII, 


\ / \ [ Oc is me! how ma- 


ay priſons doe we 


paſle 


once {cc as I am ſcensface to| 


| 
{ 
| 
( 
| 


— — 
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—L T6. TT. | 
the |ſ(paſſe?ſo ſoon as ever this di- 
Ne ; (Frine foul is infuſed into this | \ 
ea- Wicihyir is a prifoncr;ncithcr | | 


lim can any more paſle out of ' 
eſe, £:his $Kan, till chis trame of 
| of (nature be demolithed: And 
ght £10W2Aas the ſoul of this Em: + 
hal bryon is inſtantly a priſoner | 
e to 0 the body, ſo the body is þ 
&ed allo priſoner in the womb, | 
hat Ewhercin it is formed : what | 
| in ldarkneſſe, what cloſeneſle, 
ap-ſ|vhatuncalineſic, what nui- 
i{o-Blance is there in this Dun- 
ay, econ of nature? There he 
c&, ſauſt lye in an uncourh po- 
cſcſture, for his appointed | 
1s moneth, till che native bonds | 
© Fbcing looſed, and the doorcs 

forced open, hee ſhall be by 
Jan helpfull * obſtetrication 
J drawn forth into the larger 
19-fpriſon of theworld ; chcre 
welt indeed he hath clbow-room 
Mel __ enough: 
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ARs ule, 


— 


— 
crough : bur all that wide| 


{cope cannar tree him from 
a true incar.eration : VVho 
kaowcs not that there are 
maay differences, and lati- 
tudes of reſtraint? A Simeon 
may impriſon and enchaine 
himſelf inthe compaſle of a 
pillar, not —_— himſelf 
the caſe of his whole dimen- 
fions; Peter may be lockt up 
ina larger Jay], betwixt his 
twoLeopards(asthatFather 
tcarms themz) S, Paul may 
be rwo ycars allowed to be 


2 Priſoncr in his own hired 


houſe , but under the guard 
of his keeper, and not with- 
out his chain : 
thoſe , who' upon hainous, 
and dangerous occaſions 
my be kept cloſe under ma- 
ny locks; there are priſoncrs 
at large,who have the libcr- 
ty 
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ty of the Tower ; yet even 
thele laſt notwithſtanding l 
the allowance of ſpacious 1 
walks, & freſhgardens, arc { 
no Other than acknowledg- 
ed priſoners : Such is my 
condition to the world, 
when I am at my fulleſt 1;- 
berty. Ir is true, that when 
[look back to the ſtraimeſs 
of my firſt, and native pri- 
ſon,and compare it with the 
large extent of that wide 
world , into which I am 
brought] may wel with/ſa- 
1«-'*Herds-menſay, Rehoboth, [Gn,46.24 
[For now, the Lord hath ole | 


me room : but when 7 con- 
Ipare that world, wherein 
am, with that whereto 7 a- 
(pire, and which 7 know to 
be above,and look'to enjoy; 
1canfſce — -but | 
meer prifon-walls, and pro-| | F 
H fcſle ; 
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teſle my lite to be no other 
| than a perperuall durance.” | 


— 
Ly _ 


\ SET; M77 

+ JFYVarro ſaid of old,that the 
mus bomy-! "WOrld was no other than 
lis the great houſe of little 
| man,lI ſhall be bold to adde | 
what kind of houſe it-is ; 16 
is no other than his'priſon, || 
yea, his dungeon. | 

Far be it trom me to dil- 

parage the glorious worke | 
of my.omniporent Crcator: | 
'T'were not worthy to look 
'upon this large, andglittc-F; 


—_— 


ring root of heaven, nor to 
{ce the pleaſant varictics of 
theſe earthly landskips, If I: 
did-not adore that mfinitcy, 
power,and wildome which: 
| appcars-in this, goodly, andF 
immenſe fabrick ; and con-N« 
felle 
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we 
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feſle the marvellous beaur 


. |Fot chat majeſtick,and tran- 


ſcendent workimanſhipzRa- 
ther when I ſee the Moore 
and the Stars,which thau haſt 
wdained, I ſay with the 
Plalmiſt, Lord what is may ? 
But, O God, it & no diſho- 
nor to thee, that though this 
be a fair houſc, yer thou haſt 
one ſo much better than it, 
2S a Palace is beyond aayl. 
This beauty may pleale, 
but that raviſheth my ſoul : 
Here is light, but dim, and 
dusky, in reſpe& of that in- 


acceflable light, whercin| 


thou dwelleſt:Here is a glo- 
rious Sun , that illumincth 
this inferior world,but thou 
art the Sun who enlightc- 
neſt that world above: 
Thou,to whom thy created 


Sun is but a ſhadow. | 
 H2 Here 


Plal,8. 344. 
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Here we converſe with 
beaſts, or at the beſt , with 
men ; there with bleſled 
ſouls, and heavenly Angels: 
Here ſome frivolous de- 
lights are intcrmixed with 


a thouſand vexations; There 


in thy preſence is the fulncſs 
of joy : So then,lct the ſcn- 
tuall heart miſ-place his pa- 


radiſe here in the world, itÞ 
{hal not paſle for other with 


me, than my priſon : How 


can it > Why ſhould it? forſf 


what other termes do I find 
here > 


W hat blinde light looksF 


in here at theſe ſcant loop- 
holes of my ſoul? Yea,what 
darknes of ignorance rather 
poſſeſſes me? what bolts and 
thackles of heavy crofles do 
L bear about me? how am] 
ted here with the Toon - 

| ani 


— 
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afflition 2 how am I wat- 
ched and beſet with evill 
fled|}] ſpirits > how contumeliou(- 
els : fly traduced?2how difdaintul- 
de-ſly lookt upon? how drag- 
vith ging the = chaine with 
acre [| the worſt maleftaftorshow 
neſs} diſabled to all ſpiritual mo- 
{cn-} tions 2 how reſtrained from 
 pa-ſſ that full liberty of enjoying 
, itÞ my home. and my God in 
vithÞ it, which I daily expect in 
low} my diſiolution?when there- 
 forſff tore, I am relcatcd from , 
find theſe wals, I am till impri- 
ſoned in larger. and to ſhall 
zoks be ti] the Lord of the Spi- \ 
>OpÞH rits of all ficſh (who pur me | 
yhatſÞ| here) ſhall ſet me tree ; and 
therſ all the days of my appoint- 
; andfl cd time will I wait, ull this | 


_—_ 


— 
— 


I 


s dof my changing come, | ; 
am] 
d of H 3 SECT.| ( 
afli- | 
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SECT, Xe 


You ſce then by this time 
hcw little rcaſon I have 
to be too much trouble 
with this impriſonment, or 
my friends for me ; But 1n- 
decd,there arc ſome torts of 
Priſoners , which neither 
you nor I can have teares c- 
now to bewaile : and thoſe 
eſpecially of two kinds. | 

Thc one, thoſe that aref 
too much affected with anf 
outward bondage : The of 
thor, thoſe that are no whitl 
affcted with a ſpirituall, 

In the firſt rank are they 
that ſink under the weight 
of their Irons : Poor impo- 
tent ſoules, that groaning 
under the cruelty of a Tur- 
| kiſhthraldom, or a Spaniſh 
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Inquifition, want Faith to 
bear them our, againſt the 
impetuous violences of their 
rormentors: I ſorrow for 
their ſufferings;but for their 
fainting more : Could they 
lee the Crown of Glory, 
which the righteons .Judge 
holds ready tor their vifto- 
rious Patience ,, they could 
not but contemn paine, and 
all the pomp of Death, and 

FA that their Light at- 


moment ) works for them a 
far more exceeding 8: ctcr- 
nall weight of glory. But 
alas, it 15 the weakneſle of 
their eyes, that they oncly 


ight | look at the things that are 
1poÞÞ ſeen, cloſe walls, heavy fer- | 
ters, ſharpſcourges, merci- 
Iefſe racks,and other dread- 
fall engins of torture, and 

H 4 
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ſce not the things which are 


| ; 


not {een , the glorious re-! 
ward of their victory, bleſ-: 

{edneſlc, Had they had Ste-| 

phens eyes,they would have 

emulatcd his martyrdom; 

Surely whoſoever ſhal but | 
read the ſtory of the mother | 
and the feven brothers in 
the Haccatees, X that of the 
tourty Armenian Martyrs 
frozen to death,reported by 
Gaudetins , and ſhall there 
ice the taunting revoltcr dy-! 
ing uncomfortably in the | 
Bath, whiles the other thir-! 

ty and nine ( together with | 
thcirncw convereedKeeper): 

are crowned by an Angel 
from heaven, cannot chule | 
(excepthe have nothing bur | 
ice in his boſome ) bur find || 
in himſelf a diſpolition e&- 
mulous of their courage, & ||| 
am- 


we 
& 
m-/ 


{it is not for every one to at- 


Qlc 1s well ifan age can yeeld 
lone, Mole : In what tcrmes 


| > thou bleſſed Conteſlor, 
(cible conſtancy, in theſe 
back-\liding times(if at leaſt 


| thy rare perſeverance be not 
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| 


ambitious of their honuur; 
But alas, what ever our de- 
lires,and purpoſcs may be, 


taine to the glory of Mar-. 
tyrdome z this is the higheſt 
ipiech, that carthly Saints 
[are capable of : He muſt be 
more than a man, whom 
paige 2nd death cannot rc- 
movetrom his holy refolu- 
tions, .and eſpecially , the 
[lingring execution of both. 


| 


ſhall / commemorate thee, 


me great example of invin- 


more for wonder than imi- 
tation) whom thirty yeares 
tedious durance in the In- 
| | qu1- 


174 


The Fre: Priſoner. 


quſitory at Rome, could not 
weary out of rhy 'fincere 
profeſſion of the. Evangeli- 


[cal erutch >- All chis while 


thou wert not allowed the| 
ſpeech, the ſight of any, but| 
Gor weefortmena Here was| 
none-to pity: thee, none to 
exhort thee ; If cither force 
of per{waſton,or proffers of 
favour, or. threats of extre- 
mity , could have wrought 
thee for thy perverſion,thou 
hadſt not ar laſt dyed ours. 
Blefled bee the God of al| 


comfort, who having ſtood 


oiven theea Crown of lite. 
and immortality ; and lett 
thee a noble pattcrne 9 
Chriſtian Fortitude, {fo 


much more remarkable, as 
lefle frequently followed. | 


by thee, & made thee faith-| | 
tull ro the death , hath now J:c: 


| 


ori EN Lan. Es 4 es nw aw. 


Whether | | 


\V 
te 
ft 


/ 


FN" 


lo /onfo far, as to calt ſome! 


_—_ 
— 


—__ 
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tormer,or the prefcnt times, 
I finde the world full of 
ſhrinking profcſlors. 
Amoneſt the firlt Chriſti- 
ans, pcrfecution ealily dil- 
covered four ſorts of cow- 
ardly Renegadocs ; The 
fir, and worſt, whom they 
juftly ſtiled Idolaters , that 
yielded to all the publkicke 
tormes of worſhip to thoſe 
falſe Gods : Theſecond,Sa- 
crificers,who condeſcend ed 
lofar, as to ſome kinde of 
immolation unto thoſe tai- 


; ned deities, or, at leaſt, to a 


caſting of thoſe things which 
were thus offered : The 
chird,lncenfers,fuch as (with 
 Marcellizn himielt ) came 


Jraines of incenſe into the 


[dols fire : The laſt were 
their 


| ' Whether I look inco the 


4 


| 


_— 


—_— 
—  - — 
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their Libellaticks , ſuch as ſt! 
privately by themſelves, ors 
by ſome allowed. proxey, |ſſſt1 
denyed the Faith, yet with 
their money bought out this 
Ignominy, and finne of any 
publick Ac of Idolatry. |Ft 

Not to ſpeak of tholc|F!: 
many thouſands which fell|Þ|d: 
gowne before Solyman theſſv! 
ſecond , and held up their 


|finges to fignifie their con- Jn: 


verſion to his Mahome- ſn 
tiſm, for caſe of their taxa-|ſot 
tions?how many do we hear | 

of daily of all nations , and 1 
{ſome ( which I ſhame and Nat 
grieve to ſay) of our owne, £m 
who yeeld to reccive cir- ut 
cumciſion, and to renounce |{[n1 
their Saviour 2 Oh the la-|h; 
mentable condition of tholc|}|ca 
diſtreſſed Chriftians!If con-|Þ| y« 
{tant to 'their profeſſion, ſw 


_ 


they! | | 


EE TI In myy ey nan 
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| they live 1na perpetual pur- 
or ſ|garory of rorment;lIt revol- 
y, ſting, they run into the dan- 
th |ſger of aneverlaſting damna- 
is |||r10n in hell ; Even this gen- 
wy ſſtle reſtraint puts me 1nto 
|the meditation of their in- 
{c|[[[{upportable durance; Why 
ell}}}do not all Chriſtia nhearts 
he|[bleed with the ſenfe of their 
ir {deplorable eſtate > why is 
n- ſnot our compariſion heighte- 
e- ncd,according to the depth 
a-| of their perill, and miſcry? 
ar| What are our bowels 
nd tmade of, it they yearne not 
id ſat their unexpreſſible cala- 
c, ſ|mity ? Ye rich Merchants, 
r- under whoſe imployment 
cc |||many of theſe poor foules 


w 43 
{Cc 
n- 
n,! 


carried, how can you blele 


whiles you ſec theme mbers 


yl of 


— 


your ſelves in your baggs, 


a-|ſ|bave thus unhappily mit- | 


_— 


— __— 


On 


15 
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of Chriſt yourSaviour,thus 
torn from him, for want of 
a petty ranſome ? Ye emi- 
nent perſons whom God 


| hath advanced to power & 


greatnets,how can-you ſlecp 
quietly upon your pillows, 
whiles you think of the cold 
and hard lodgings, the hun- 
ery bellies, the naked and 
waled backs of mifcrable 
Chriſtians? Laſtly,what ter- 
vent prayers ſhould we all, 
that proteſle the dear name 
of Chrift, poure out unto 
the God of heaven for the 
{trengthning of the fairh & 
patience of theſe afflicted 
ſouls againſt the! aſſaults of 
violence? and for their hap- 
Py and ſpeedy deliverance 
out of their woctull capti-, 


L 
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SECT, XL, 


T fcte priſoners are wor- 
thy ot our deep com- 
raſſlion.z as thoſe, who are 
t00 fentible of their owne 
miſcry ; Others there are, 
who are ſo much more 
worthy of greater pity, by 
how much they are lefſe ap- 
prehenſ1ve of their need of 
it; plauſible priſoners under 
2 ſpirituall tyranny ; whoſe 


very wills are ſo captived 


to the powers of darkacſle, 
bat to chuſe they would be 
no other than bondmen ; 
pleaſing themſelves in thoſe 
hains, whoſe weight is c- 
nough to fink rheir ſouls in- 
to hel ; ſuch are they, who 


|ſſhav c yielded themſclves 0- 


ver to be enthralled by any 


known 


Mm 
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known {in 3 No men under k 
heaven doio much applaud; 
themſelves in the conceib of | 
their liberty z none ſo great 
ſlaves/ as they ; If the very 
StoickPhilotophers had not 
enough evinced this truth, 
Divinity fhould: Indeed,the 
world is a worſe kind of Al- 
ster, full of miſerable cap- 
| tives 3 here lies one ſo fettc- 
red in luſt, that hee rots a- 
= 3 there another, ſo la-(|, 

en with drunken exceſle, || 
that he can neither goe nor 
ſtand,and in very deed is not 
his owne man : here, one {0 
pinched with goldcn fetters, 
that he can neither 'eate,nor 
{leep, nor at all enjoy him- 
Felt 3 there; another ſo pined 
with envy, that he js Rrced 
to feed on his owne heart : 
herc,one fo tormented with 
On anger, 


— 


t 
| 
: 
| 


— 


—_— 


—— 
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wd 


| 
| | 


| 
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anger thar hee 1s ſtark mad 


— 


tor the time; and cares not 


| how hee miſchicves himſelf 


ina furious deſire to hurt 0- 
thers : there, anothcr ſo rac- 
ked with ambition, thar hc 
is ſtretched beyond his own, 
length, and lives in the pain 
of a perpcruall f{clt-exren- 
{110n. 

Theſe, and all othcrs of 
this kinde are moſt miſcra- 
ble priſoners , chained up 
for evcr-laſting darkneſle : 
50 much more worthy of 
our pity , as they are leſſe 
capable of their own:Spend 
your compaſſion ( if you 
plcaſe ) upon theſe deplo- 
rable ſubje&s ; Bur for me; 
wiſh me (it you will)as frec 
trom any imputation of e- 
vill, as I was, and: am from 


the thought of - tz with mce 


m 
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in your frce champian, | 
whereI may have no hedge | | 
ſo much as to confine my | 


eye: wiſh mc happy in the 
ſociety of ſo dear and no- 
ble a Friend ; but in the| 
meane while,think of me no 
otherwiſe, than as a Free 
Priſoner, And 


Yours thankfully 
deveted in aft faithfull 


obſervance, 


J. Ne 


FINIS. 
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my 
the 
"I Severall TraRates 
the || written by Dr. Hall B. of 
no Norwich, In and ſince his 
reel} Impriſonment and Reti- 
ring. Namely, 
I. He Devout Soul, and Free Pro- 
/oner. 


2, The Remedy of Diſcontentmens, | 
Or,ATreatife of Contextation in what- 
leever condition, 

2, 1he Peace-maker , laying forth the 
right way of Peace in matter of Reli- 

ien, 

4. The Balme of Gilead, Or, Com- 
forts for the diſtrefled ; both Morall 

il; and Divine, 

5, Chriſt Myſticall , Or, The bleſſed | 

union of Chriſt & his Members : 

To which is addded, þ 

An holy Rapture, 07, A Pathericall 
Meditation of the love of Cariſt. 

» Alſo, The Chriſtian Jaid forth in 
his whole diſpoſition and carriage, 

6, A Modeſt Offer, tendred to the 

Aﬀewbly of Divines at reſtminſter. * 

7. Select _—— in two Decades, 


S. with 


with the breathivg of the Devyour | 

Soule. | 

| 8, Pax Terri, | 

g. Impofition of Hands, | 

to. The Revelation unrevealed=—e | 

Concerningy | 

The thouſand yeares reigne of the | 

Siinrs with Chriſt on Earth, | 
It. Suſurrium cum Deo, 


Or, 
Holy Sclfe-Conferences of rhe De- | 
your Soul, upon ſundry choice Ocs- | 
cafions. Now in the Preſſe, and nc» | 
yer before Printed, 


